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To my Honoured Friend | 
NATHANA EL WICH, Eſq. 


Choſen Preſident by the Honourable Engliſh Eaſt- India 
Company z Together with his Vertuous Lapy 
ANNEWTCAH, the influence of Heavens dew, 

the affluence of Earths fatne(s, and confluence of all 

g00d things which concern the /ife that now &, and 


that which « to come. 


1d not the law of Thankfulneſs forbid me to deny 
what you are pleaſed to require, theſe imperte& 


Notes had not been made thus publick, But 1 had 
rather incur the cenſure of indiſcretion than the brand of 
ingratitude; and if the peruſal of this unpoliſhed 4iſ- 
_ may adde to your comtort, I ſhall be the leſſe trou- 
bled, if the publication of it detract from my credit z eſþe- 
cially conſidering that the concernment & very large;and 
a: I pray it may,ſo I hope it will, be of good uſe and bene- 
fit to Merchants, Mariners, Souldiers, and all ſort of Tra- 
vellers, who ſhall think fit to make it their Vade mecum, 
| - © And www (worthy Friends) give me leave 10 congra- 
tulare your mutuall happineſſe in that matrimoniall uxion 
whereof you have honoured me to be the inſtrument. 
Yours (Noble Sir) in your dearly beloved Anne, whoſe , 
name ports grace or favour, and in finding whom (ac- ;y,,* rr 
cording to Solomons. aſitrtion) you have obtained favour ,,nium,tn 
of the Lord z one who ſo tully retaliateth your love, that gn fur. 
ſhe ſaithio you 4s Ruth did ro Naomi, Where thou go- 1.232% 
A. 2 eſt ; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

eſt Iwill go, and where thou dwelleſt 1 will dwell , ha- 

wing learnt the juſt extent of that firſt Inſtitution, which 

though it onely mentioneth the man, no leſſe truly reach- 

Gen.2.?4. eth tothe woman, who muſt leave Father and Mother 
and cleave to her Husband, : 

Tours (Honoured Madam) #7 your deſervedly beloved 

Xavwejz, Nathanael, whom 1 doubt not but(according to the ſignifi- 

compoſitum ©x Cation of his name) you thankfully accept of as Gods 

(412 dedit, & ite, One, who # the Third Brother of his Fathers houſe, 

IN Deus upon whom the Honour hath been conferred, of bring ſent 
as Chiet Officer into forraign parts about publick employ- 
ments ; yea one whoſe ſingular dexterity and integrity 
rendred him ns leſſe acceptable to the Adventur rs, tha 
his courteous affability doth to all who know him. 

I have nothing more to add: but a Benedition : May 
ſhe whom you have taken into your boſom, be a Leah 
for fruittulneſs, as well as ſhe is a Rachel for amiable- 
neſs. May you do worthily in 1nd:a, and by a zealous 
care of Gods Honour,together wich a faithful diſcharge 
of your Truſt, be famous both in” 1ndea & England. May 
that good hand of Providence which hach joyned you 
rogether, bleſs and preſerve you both at home and a- 
broad, by ſea and land, in your perſans and relaiions, in 
your going forth and coming home. May you both live 
ro return (as you go forth) with honor. May you bring 


home (what you cannot carry with you) an bopetull 


Progeny, Ina word, may you live together long on 
Earth comfortably, and for ever in Heaven happily. 
So prayeth 


Tour moſhaffi ttionate Friend 
and Servant, 


Nath: Hardy, 
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G<E N. 28..20, 21, 


And Jacob wowed 4 vow, ſaying, 1 / God will be with 
me, aud will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and rayment to put on, 

So that 1 come again to my fathers houſe in peace : Then 
[hall the Ih, be my God. 


ES Ea Aving a great Fowny to go ina litle 

® time, I would not be long in ſetting out ; 

2 and therefore leſt 1 houkl be prevented 

(by che expiration of the howr)- before 

I come to my Journies end, I ſhall 

nor Tecains my ſelf-or you with an introduRory Exor- 
dium. 

- The words are a part of Facobs Yow, who is not un- 
fiely called Pater votorum, the Father of Vows : 
being the firſ# Vow which we find upon Record in Sa- 
cred Writ. ' 

That I may the better lead you into the ſeveral 
rooms of this excellent Fabrick, it will be needful to 
aſcend by Three Srzeps, in the Relolution of 7hree 


Quzres. 
: 1. What 


This Muſe. in loc, 


The Piows Patary. 


z , 
x, What this meanes, that Facob vowed a wow, 
ſajing. 
2, To whom this vow was made, And 
" 3+ Upon what occaſion. 
2u, 1, In Anſwer tothe firſt Qyere, there are three things 


Amnin, 24.22, 
g. 88, art, T, 


m1) vovit 
affine C!179 
2974 fecit 
Shontancum 


| Fil u.15,20 


6.2, 


to be explained, what it means, that 1. Facob vowed : 
2. That he wowed, ſaying : 3. That he vowed a wow, ſay- 
ing. 

4 Facob vowed, Toa Vow (ſaith Aquinas) there 
are three things required; Deliberation, Purpoſe and Pro- 
miſe : The promiſe maſt proceed from the purpoſe, and 
the purpoſe from deliberation. A Vow muſt be a vo- 
luntary a, which cannot be, unleſs ſome de/iberation 
precede; it muſt be an wnfeigned at, and that cannot 
be where there is no true pwrpoſe : Finally, it muſt be 
an obliging ac, and this cannor be without a promiſe. 

If you pleaſe, we will. reduce the three totws, name- 
ly, A deliberate Intention, and A reſolute Obteſtation 
whereof the former #rings on the latter, and the latter 
faſt binds the former, 

1, Onthe one hand, if a deliberate :ntention do not 
go before, either there will be no Vow made, or it 
made, it is not likely to be performed ; nay though per- 
formed,it is no other than a mocking of him to whom it 
is made: A Promiſe without a Purpoſe being no other 


than an il/nſion. = 


2, Onthe other hand, Thoagh the intericion be ne- 
ver ſo real, yet if not ſeconded with a Promiſe, it is no 
Vow. Ina Vow (as a Caſuiſt well noteth) there is v- 
lantss ſeipſum obligandi, a man doth will to binde him- 
ſelf to the performance of that whicli he vows, and thar 


is not done by a bare inremion, bat ar obteſtation, Hence . 
it is, that whereas a parpoſe may be altered, a vow can». 


nor 


it 
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The Pions Votary. 3 


lt not be recalled : So that when its here ſaid, Facob vew- 
ed, the meaning is, that he did deliberately binde himſelf 
by promiſe,with an intention of performance. | 
2. Hewowed, ſaying, That in a vew ule ſhould be _ mars 
made of words, is not alwayes neceſſary, ſince He to inf. tor.Terr. 
whom the Vow is made underſtands the language of !-4* orar.c.13. 
the heart: In which reſpe& Peter Lombards definition P.Lomb.ent.4. 
of a Vow is ſomewhat redundant, where he Caith, it is #38194 
teſtificatio quadam promiſcions ſpontanee , a certain 
teſtification of a yoluntary promiſe, the feſtification be- 
ing onely a circupftance, not eſſential toa vew. And ac- 
cordingly,whereas its here expreſt, Facob vowed a vow, 
ſaying, it may very well be conſtrued of ſaying in his 
heart ,, for ſo in holy Writ the heart is oft- times ſaid to 
ſpeak : Though yer withall we may interpret this ſay- 
zng in its moſt proper notion, as referring it to his 
tongue, with which he might utter this Vow. For (as 
Aquinas well obſerves) there is a double uſe of words in 44.1.4, 
making Vows : 
I. The one is, when we are in company, that others 
may take notice and be witzeſſes of our Vows. Upon 
this account it is very fit for thoſe who have been noto- 
riow {inners, being penitent on their ſick-beds, to declare 
| their Vows of amendment of life. 
2, The other is, that even when we are alone, the 
-elevation of the veice might make a deeper impreſſion 
upon the heart, it being very evident in experience, that 
our waxdring thoughts are kept in, and our dull affe- 
Gions quickned by vocal expreſſions. In which regard 
its not improbable, that Facob, though for ought as we 
reade,a/one, might wow, not onely inwardly in his heart, 
but outwardly with his mouth. 


3. He wowed avoy, ſaying. It is not without ſome 
: ſingular 


. The Piows Potary: 


Joc! 2.29. 


Jam.5.1716. 


24.2, 


ſingular Emphaſis that this kinde of phraſe is made uſe 
of, It is not ſaid, He made a vow, but He vowed a wow: 
Verbalia addita werbis augendi vim habent,is a known 
Rule among the Hebrews; verbal Nouns being added 
to; che Verbs, do-much increaſe the ſignification, When 
we reade of ſecing viſions, and dreaming dreams, the ge- 
mination intimates the clearneſſe of their viſions,and the 


2 Sam;7.27, ſolidity of their dreams, When David ſaith, He _ 


in his heart to pray 4 prayer to God, it means doubtleſs 
far more than ſaying a prayer; to wit, the ſincerity and 
ferwency of his deyotion: and therefore that Hebraizing 
Greek-phraſeof St. Fames concerning Elizs, ngrrivyi 
goreals, is looked upon 2s. parallel: to that, Hnors iney- 
you4yn in the preceding verſe, and is ficly rendred by onr 
Franſlators, He prayed earneſtly, In like manner this 
phraſe of vowing 4 vow, implieth the doing it with ful- 
veſſe of deliberation, freeneſſe of conſent, earneſtneſe of 
deſire, ſolemnity of engagement, reſolvedneſſe of exe- 
cution. Yows are not to be made raſhly, but conſider ate- 
ly, forcedly, but freely ſlightly, bur ſeriouſly, feign- 
edly, but cordially; perfuntorily, bur ſolemnly., was 
veringly, but ftedfaſtly : In a word, not as it were in jeſt, 
but earneſt, witha firm purpoſe of binding our ſelves 
by promiſe to the performance. To- give you then 4 
ſhort, yet full Paraphraſe upon theſe words, Facob wvow- 
&d a vow, ſaying ; it amounts to this, that Facob upon 
mature conſideration, with. a ſetled intention. made a ſ0- 
lemn promiſſion,teſtifying it with verbal expreſſions. And 
{o-much ſhall ſuffice to-have been. ſpoken. in anſwer to 
the firſt Queſtion. 

It in the next place you enquire, 7» whom this vow 
w4s made, though it be not expreſſed, yer it is plainly 
implicd. that. it- was 70 God; tor of him he preſently 
ſpeaketh. 


\ 


The Pious -Votary, 


ſpeaketh in the third perſon, If God will be with me; nay, 
inthe cloſe of the Vow he addrefſeth himſelf direRtly 
to God 1ncthe ſecond perſon, Of all that thou ſhalt give me V. »%. 

I will ſurely give the tenth to thee : it was not to any of 

the Angels whom Facob ſaw aſceuding and deſcending V: 12:'3- 
upon the LZagaer, but to the Lord who ſtood above it, to 

whom he vowed this Vow. Religions vows arc onely to 

be made to'God: For this reaſon Davidcalls them Gods _ 
Vows, where he ſaith, Thy wvews ar: upon me, O God, "3-56: 1 
Upon this account it is, that ſacrifices and w/0ws are joyn- 

ed rogether, in that prediion of the Prophet 1ſatah Iſa. 19.21, 
concerning the Zgyptians, They ſhall do ſacrifice and obla- 

ton, yeathey ſhall vow a vew ento the Lord ,, vows being 

Goas peculiar, no lefs than Sacrifices, Suitable hereunto 

Peter Lombard faith, A Vow is the teſtification of a P-Loni. 7.4. 
promiſe, que Des fieri debet which ought to be made to 

God - and Aquinas pofitively affirms, that it is Ames 49win,1.d. 
latriz, an act of worſhip, yea of that worſhip which even 

the Romaniſts acknowledge to belong to God alone ; the 

more is it to be wonared at, that they praiſe vowing 

unto the Virgin Mary, and to other Saints : Bur leaving 

them to their fol/ies, it may ſuffice us, that there is no 
examplein Holy Writ of any Religious Vow made by 

wy godly man, to any other than the great Jeho- 

Van, 

© It once more you ſhall ask, por what occaſion Tacob Qu, 3, 
vowed this vow, the Context will return the Azſwer z It 

you caſt your eyes upon the beginning of the Chapter, 

you ſhall find Tſaac calling Jacob, and b!efing him, and y, x,z,;; 
enjoyning him to go to Padan- Aram, that he might 
take a wife of the daughters of Laban : In obedience to 
his Fathers injunRtion 7acob taketh his journey, and be- 
ing on his way, that he might the more effeQuaily by 
pore 


— — > -——o_—m 
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6 The Pious V otary. 


plore Divine Aide, maketh a ſacred and ſolemne wow. 

All religious vows are of two ſorts, either Wwlizai or 
Wy RefIKG, vows of Prayer or Prat ſe, 

Tr, We read of the Mariners in Fozah, that when 

Jonah 1.16. the ſtorm was ceaſed, and the Sea calm, thy offered ſa: 

crifice tothe Lord, and made vows : and David, being 

delivered from death, and tears, and fallinz, reſolyeth, I 

will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. Thus 

See the Eng- Our holy Mother the Church teacheth us, when we re- 

liſh Licurgy in ceive thoſe dreadful Myſteries, and offer that ſacrifice of 


the prayer af- 


er the Com- Thankſgivin 5 by way of vow to reſent our ſelves, our 
magyar - ſouls and bake, to be a reaſonable, job and lively ſacri- 


fice unto God, Indeed, vows of obedience and duty to be 
performed, are excellent tefl:fications of Thankfulnc(ſe 

tor mercy already received. 
2, The ſame word in the Greek to;3, ſignifieth both 
a prayer and a vow; and moſt uſually vows are the atren- 
dants of our prayers: In which reſpect David faith, Thou, 
Plal.ct.s, O God, haſt heard my vows, meaning his prayers, which 
were accompanied with vows : More eſpecially thoſe 
prayers which 'are made either for obtaining of ſome 
eminent good, or for the removing of a preſent, or pre- 
venting animminent evil, have ſtill been fortified with 
Jonah 2-9: Vows, Fonah being delivered from the Jhale, men- 
- tions the paying of his vows, which he made, no doubt, 
when he cried wnto God out of the Whales belly. Davia 
oP tells us of his vows which he lips uttered, and his mouth 
xr, 8 ſpake when he was in trouble, And here facob being on a 
di yo prola- perilous journy, maketh a prayer unto God in the form 
'. Parin 1% of a vow. Itisa ſtrong Argument when in the day of 
trouble wecan plead with God not onely his promiſes of 
Pſal. 132.1,1. deliverance, but ewrs of obedience : No doubt David 
thoughtit ſo,. when he prayeth, Lord remember David 


and 


The Piows V otery, 


and all his afflitions,how he (ware unto the Lord,and vow- 
ed a vow unto the mighty God of Facob, Great dangers 


feared, miſeries felt, wants to be ſupplied, are juſt occa- 
ſions not onely of fervent prayers, but ſolemn vows ; 


and good reaſon, fince vows areas it were the wings of 


prayer, by which ſhe flies with ſwifter ſpeed to heaven 
and being there, they are as it were her Advocates to 
obtain a merciful audience with a gracious anſwer. St. 


Auſtin obſerves of Annah, that Samuelem impetravit, ,  .. 


W | 


. ad 


quia cum poſcerit, vovit, ſhe prevailed for a Samuel, be- Þrob.121, c.16 


cauſe when ſhe prayed,ſhe vowed, and to the ſame pur- 
poſe Damaſcen, per orationem ac promiſcionem Samuelem 
procreavit, (ſhe brought tarth a Son by a prayer and a 
promiſe. Indeed, as our prayers manifeſt what we deſere 
God ſhould do for us, {o our vows that we are willing to 
® do for God: And no wonder if we then moſt prevalent- 
ly incline God to mercy, when we moſt ſtrongly engage 
our ſelves to duty. 

Learn we after Facobs example, upon ſpecial occa- 
fions to make ſolemn vows to God. Iris very amiable 
in Gods eyes, when we endeavour by vowing both to 
bring a voluntary neceſſity upon our ſelves of doing 
g00d, and withall to contraQ a nearer familiarity, that 
we may the more effeQtually prevail with Godin our de- 
yotions. Art thou then caſt upon a ſick bed, and defireſt 
"to be recovered ;, engaged in ſome deſperate warfare or 
dangerous wayfare,whether by Sea or Land, and defireſt 
to be preſerved or delivered: Finally, art thou inyironed 
with neceſfties, ſtraits, difficulties, and wouldſt _— 
plied, adviſed, direfed ? do not onely pray to God for 
health, counſe)], ſafety, but vow to him the perfor- 
mance of ſome ſingular ſervice upon the grant of thy 


requeſt, 
P.- B 2 And 


Damaſc, de fide 


l 
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Gen.35.-1: 
Par. ibid, 


Au?. Ep. 45+ 


BR. Ev. 2. 


Hi!6n, in hiſt, 
3 epht, 


Nax, Orat, 53: 


Eccl:L, G. 4&3 5+ 


Fſz1. 132.1. 
Atce.ib:d, 


And whereas it was the fault of this good man, that 
what he now vowed he was afterwards backward in per- 


forming ; nor did he pay it till itpleaſed God as it were 


aurem vellicare, & woti iſtic olizs ſuſcepti admonere, to 
twich him by the ear, and put him in mind of his pro- 
miſe: Let us not onely vow 4 vow by ſaying, but pay our 
wow by doing. 1am woviſti, jam te ob#rinxiſti, tenetur a- 
pd Deum ſponſiotua, (aith Saint Auſtin excellently, ha- 
ving vowed thou art bound, thy promiſe is upon record in 
heaven. And as Saint Bernard elegantly, juſte exigitur 
ad ſolvendum, qui nor cogitur ad vovendum : He who 
was not compelled to vow, is juſtly required to pay, And 
therefore to allude to Saint Hirromes expreflion with a 
little alteration, Be not 7» vovenao ſtultws, fooliſh in yow- 
ing, nor yer much leſs 77 non reddends impius, wicked in 

breaking, Vow not ealily without very juſt cauſe, and ® 
do-not dare to violate thy vow for any cauſe, but rather 

according to that pithy advice of Gregory Naztanzen, 
inaſyinia dogs yirouirn T2AG- aaubarito Jigs, having 
begun a promile by vowing, conſummate it by acting: 
ever remembring that excellent ſaying of the Wiſe- 
man, When thou voweſt a vow unto God, defer not to pay 


it - Better is it that thou ſhouldſt not vow, than that thou 


ſhowldſt vow and not pay. As therefore thou doſt adjoyn 
vows to thy prayers, fo annex prayers tothy vows tor 
grace to keep the vows thou haſt made. Ir js S. Auſry, 
queſtion upon thoſe words, Lord remember David how 
he wowed a vow to the Ged of Jacob, Ad quam rem, To 


* what-end would David have God remember him © To 
© which he returns this anſwer, Ad hoc memento; ut im- 


"pleat quid promiſit,, Lord remember David for this-end, 


that he-may fulfil that which he hath promiſed, Let the 
like be our petition to God whenſoever we vow 4:vowto 
bim - 


= 
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him : nor can-we'do it better, then (with a little addi- 
tion) in that Colle of our Church, Lord from whom all The Colle& 
ood thinzs doe come, grant us thy humble ſervants, that nn ker 4 . 
z, thy holy inſpiration,we may think (and vow )thoſe things tafter, 
that be good +, and by thy mercifull guiding may perform the 
ſame,tl ronzh our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Having led you up the ſtairs, and opened the doore, 
be pleaſed to enter in and take a view of the ſeverall 
r00245 in this well-compacted bailding, More plainly, in 
this zow of Facob, oblerve theſe two generalls: The 
Matter, and the Condition. In the former, we hall ſee 
promiſſironem,what he promiſed to God,namely, that rhe 
Lord ſhould be hs God. Ia the later, Petitionem, what he 
deſired of God, namely, that he would be with him, and 
keep him in his way,and give him bread to eat, and rayment 
to put on, ſo that he may come again to his fathers houſe in 
eace; 
F That which we are firſt ro infiſt on, 1s that which is 1, Gem. 
laſt inthe Text,and is expreſt in theſe words, The Lord 
ſhall be my God. For the right underſtanding whereof, be 
Pleaſed ro know, 
1, This phraſe,the Lord ſhall be my God, is capable of 
a double conſtrutFon, either in a way of deſcending from 
God to man, or ina way of aſcending from man to God. 
, I. By way of deſcending from Ged'to Man, the Lord 
z# his God, to whom he vouchſafes a peculiar favonr, and 
of whom he is pleaſed to take a ſprciall care. In this ſenſe 
he is called the God of Abraham,the God of Iſaac, and the Exo1,z:s. 
God-of Facob, and it is the matter-of the promiſe which 
God made to Abraham and his poſterity, 1 will be a God Gen.r7.7; 
to thee and thy ſeed after thee. In this notion ſome 'Inter- Vide Merc.in: 
eter: here take it, underſtanding theſe wordsas the 
alt branck of the condstion of Facobs vow; and them the 
matter: 


— — 
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Pſal.31.14. 
40.8, 


Iſa.25.1. 


matter of it is onely that which followes in the next verſe. 
But had theſe words been intended by Facob as a part 
of the condition of his vow, he would probably have pla- 
ced them inthe mm this near relation of ha- 
ving the Lord to be his God, is the foundation of all the 
reſt ; and therefore according to this conſtruction, the 
rational order of the words had been thus ; 1f the Lord 


ſhall be my God,and be with me, and keep me in the way that 


1 ſhall eve,&rc.Noris there any need, (as will hereafter 
appear) of faſtnizg this interpretation upoh the words 
to ayoid any objed#10n which may be made againſt the 
other, tro which(with the generality of Expoſitors) I ſhall 
rather adhere,and accordingly conſtrue the words, 

2. By way of aſcending from Man to God, and ſo 
they begin, yea after a ſort comprehend the matter of his 
vow. For the further clearing of which, know, 

2, That even in this /atter conſtruction, the words 
are capable of a double notion : The one gexerall and 
ordinary,the other ſpeciall and-extragrdinary. 

I, In the gexerall and common notion,The Lord is his 
God, who makes him the ſole and whole object of his 
truſt, love, fear, worſhip and obedience, Thoſe Divine 
Attributes which are predicated of the Dezty, do juſtly 
call for all theſe. His emnipotency obligeth to truſt, his 
goodneſſe to love, his juſtice to fear, his Majeſty to wor- 
ſhip, and his Soveraignty to obedience, Were not the 
excellencies in Fehovah,he could not be a God; and un- 
lefſe we perform theſe duties to him, he cannot be onur 
Ged. When David ſaith of God, 7 hou art my God, he 
proves it. by this, 7 tru## #2 thee, and in another place by 
this, '7 delzght to do thy will, When the Church ſaith, 
0 Lord thou art my God,ſhe preſently addeth, 7 will ex- 
altthie, When that Heathen XKi#g ſaid to Daniel, Thy 
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God, he des as it were by way of explication, Whom Dan.6.16, 


thou ſerveſt continually. That firſ and great command , 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord,is with this addition,thy God. By 
all which it appeares, that the Lord is then our God, when 
we place our confidence in him,ſet our affeions on him, 
and yield ſ#bjcdion to him. Ir is foretold concerning 


the Chrizt1an Church by the Prophet Hoſea, I will ſay yr. . n 


to them which were not my people, Thou art my people ; 
and they ſhall ſay, Thou art my God. Now as for God to 
ſay of us, we are his people, is as much as to ſay, we are 
thoſe whom he hath culled out as his peculiar, with whom 
he is entred into covenaxt,and ro whom he will vouch- 
ſafe ſingular defence and ſuccour:So for us to ſay of him, 
Thou art my God, is as much as to ſay, Thou art he 
whom alone we account worthy of our faith, hope, love, 
fear, and ſervice. Indeed theſe two are reciprocall. What, 
or whomſoever a man maketh hz God, that he truſts in, 
is afra;d of, bears love,and yields ſervice to: and to what 
or whomſoever a Man gives all or any of thele, thar 
iS a mans God, Not but that in a ſubordinate and rela- 
tive way we may perform at leaſt ſome of thele as to 
the creature, to Wit, for and #nder God, Yet ſtill what- 
ſoever it is,that theſe acts are ſo direded to,as that they 
are terminated in, is our God, By this time you ſee what 
is the generall imporr of this part of Facobs yow, 


-" That which may rationally be objeed, is, that this 0b/e7. 


is the matter of a command, ,and therefore needleſſe to 


be the matter of a vow, That fir Commandment, Thoy Exod.0,3. 


ſhalt have no other Gods before me, doth manifeſtly im- 


the Negative & expreft, the Affirmative is included. This 


is a part of that Law which was ingraven from the very Theol, 


firſt 


S2mper in ne- 


ply, Thon ſhalt have me for thy God . according ro that gitivis mOmnc= 


known rule of expounding the Commandments, Where rimu affirms- 
tivs continer}, 
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«An'w, 


L:1,m.tici4.0.2. 


Aquin. 21,20; 
queſt, 88, ar.3. 


fir# upon our hearts, and therefore Facob cofild not be 


ignorant of: ſo that it may ſeem abſurd for him to 
bind hinfſelf by the private law of a vow to thar,to 
which he could not but know himſelt already bound by 
the publigne Law of God. 

In A»ſwer to this objection, it is well returned by 
Layman and other Caſuiſts, that Nhil obſtat rem eand:m 
ex diverſis ovligationum capitibus dcbitam eſſe, & debito- 
rem pluribus ac diverſis vincults aftringt : It is no repug- 
nancy for the ſame thing to be due upon 4twers conf- 
derations, no more then for a debt to be ſecured by ſe- 
verall Bonds, Indeed (as Aquinas excellently diſtin- 
guiſherh) choſe things which are abſolute neceſſaria, ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, that is, (according to the definition in 
Logick) Que non poſſunt aliter ſe habere, tor which it is 
impoſiible to be otherwiſe then they are, cannot be the 
matter of a vow, How fr:velows a thing were it tor a man 
to vow that he will not fly, or that he will dre, ſince the 
one cannot be performed, nor the other avoided. Bur 


* thoſe things which are onely hyporherically neceſſary , to 


wit, ex ſuppoſitione fins, upon this ſuppoſition; that we 
will attain iuch an end, may very well be the matter of 
2 vow, {ince that which I muſt doe neceſſarily in order to 
an end,] may yet do voluntarily, making choice of it as 
a means to that end,and what I may ds willingly, T may 
willingly vow to doe. Ot this ſort are thoſe things whith 
Ged hath commanded, to wit, neceſſary upon this ſup- 
poſition,that we will-give God the glory of his authority, 
and obtain for our ſelves eternall felicity : and theretore 
it isno way irrationall for a man to vow the performance 
of them. Nay it you will believe Saint Au/tiz, Vows of 
morall duties are more acceptable ro God, then thoſe 
which are onely of things cercaonzall and indifferent, 

There 
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' his judaements, and his ſtatutes. Thus David ſaih of 
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There are many (ſaith he) that vow not to drink wine 42.4: Nr. 
for a certain time, and to faſt certain dayes, Sed now eft 203: 
rotum optimum nec perfettum, adhne melins wolo + But 
this is not the b:ft and perfett vow, I would have you make 
a better, off <1 Jour ſelves to God by holy manneyr:, chaſt 
thorzhts, fruitfull words,by ceaſing from evill, and turn- 
ing to good, And yet nearer to this Vow in the Text, 
he ſaith in another place, 2414 debemuns vovere credere 11 Plal.75. 
in illum, ſp:rare ab illo witam, bene wivere, what ouzht 

210 vow to God, but to believe on him, hope in him, and 
live to him ? 

No wonder then, if we find ſeverall izfances of Yows 
2nd Covenants of this nature. Moſes having delivered 
the Law: to the people, cauſeth them to enter in- 
troa ſolemn Covenant of obſerving it, All that the Lord Exol.24.7. 
hath ſaid, we will doe, ana be obedierit. When Aſa ga- 
thered all Fudah and Benjamin together to enter into a 
covenant, what is the matter of it, but to ſeek the Lord » Chr.r5, 13, 
God of their Fathers, with all their hearts, and with all 
their ſouls ? The like was the matter of thote covenants, 
vhich were made in the time of that good King 79{4ah, 
and of that excellent Governour Nehemiah, for lo it is 
exprelt, to walk after the Lord, to walk in Gods Law, Nch.to.29. 
which was given by Moſes the ſervant of God,and to obſerve 
gnd doe all the commandements of the Lord.our God, and 


34-3k. 


himſelt, 7 have ſworn, and I will perform it, that 1 will 19-1966) 
keep thy righteous judgements : And here Iacob vows, that 

the Lord ſhall be his God, Theſe are thoſe communia w0- 

14, common vows,as S. Bernard calls them. Hoc totum rrra.de mods + 
omnes ebemus vovere, (auth S. Auſtin, Whereas other — 


kind of vows are pecultar to lome ſorts of men, thisis 4,,;. prov... 
that whick all of us ought to vow, : 
it 
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Queſt, If you ſhall yet more particularly enquire why the 
ſervants of God may and do bind themſelves to boun» 
den duties * 1 anſwer eſpecially for two reaſons : | 

Anſwe x. That hereby they may zteſtifie the reality and fervency 
of their deſire to fulfill Gods precepts, and in particular to 
take him for their God, what we earneſtly deſire and 
coraially intend we are ready by all means and wayes 
to oblige our ſelves unto. He that truly meaneth to 
pay his debt, will not be backward to enter into boyd. 
Indeed, ſo great hath been the zea/ of the people of God 
in this particular (as appeares in thoſe forementioned 
inſtances)that they have not onely engaged themſelves 
by prote/tation, but adjuration, nay execration, entring 

Hoc voto [i into a vow, nay oath, yea curſe, to ſeck the God of their 

—_— m- fathers,and walk in the law of the Lord, 

&cMecc,in 2, That hereby they might provide againſt the infir- 

loc, mity and perverſneſs of their corrupt nature, which is ſo 
backward to what is good, that many cords are ſcarce 
ſtrong enough to bind us to the Altar. It is in this caſe 
with us as it is with wild beaſts, which though pur in i- 

Mend. int, Cloſed grounds, yet wil not be kept in,unleſs iron ferlocks 

Reg. C5 be put upon them, Religions vota compedes, ſaith one 

Num.tt elegantly, owes are as it were thoſe y ns with which 

we had need to be kept within compaſle, notwithſtand- 

ing the zxcloſure of divine precepts. 
To come cloſer to this particular in my Text, 

I, Were thereneicher /awnor vow to bind us to haye 
the Fehovah for our God,yert even this is reaſon enough 
that he is Fehovah; a word which ſignifies one who 
both hath-an abſolute and perfect being of himſelf, and 
is the awthor and originall of being to all things beſides 
himſelf, and who then, it not this 7chovah, thould be 
eur God? 


2. The 


The Pigs Votary, I5 : 
2. The obligation of a divine precepg to this as all 
other duties, is ſo great, as there cannot be a greater, 
and therefore there needs no other to be added toit to 
make it fronger than init elf ic is 3 nay, whatever other 
obligations are joyned with it, they are i»feriour, in 
force and energy to it. This one conſideration, that 
God hath required us to take him for ovr God, ought in 
reaſon to engage us more ſtrongly than either any pro- 
miſe which God hath made to us of rewarding thoſe 
who have him to be heir God, or any vow which we 
have made to him,that he ſhall be our God, Major ef au- 1, 1. vi 
thoritas imperantis quam utilitas ſervientis, faith Tertul- : 
lian truly, Divine authority (ſhould be of greater force 
than our own w#ility : and therefore Gods precepts, which 
have upon them the ſtamp of his authority, are more bin- 
ding than his promiſes, which perſwade by repreſenting 
to us our own advaztage.And how far ſhort the obliga- 
tion of our vows is to that of Gods commanas,will appear 
from that of an Ancient, who ſaid, nole(s july than 
deontly, Domine plus tibi quam mihi, meipſum debeo, Lord 
1 owe myſelf more tothee than to my ſelf : and conſequent- 
ly it is moſt juſt that God ſhould have a greater com- 
mand over 1t than weover our ſelves z and if ſo, he pre- 
cepts muſt needs more bivd us than our own vows, 
- 3» Notwithſtanding it is ia it ſelf ſo reaſonable to. 
have the Lord for our God, and the precept is ſo expreſſe 
of having #oxe other; yet, we are all yery prone to . 
| make ſomething elſe our God, whileſt the ambitious man. 
| ſaith to honewr,the voluptuors to pleaſure, and the cove= 
| towsto wealth, what David ſaid to Fehovah, thou art 
God: which-of us, if- we- ſerioufly examine our 


ſelves, may not accuſe our ſelyesof » If not cor- 
porall yet ſpiritual, om” ſhall find [qmubing: or 
| 2. other: 
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other which we truſt, or fear, or love, or ſerve more 
than God. 

4. By vowing to have the Lord for our Grd, we adde, 
though not a fronger, yet another obligation to that of 
av ne precept, which appeares in that rhe breach of ir 
addeth a new guilt ; for whereas before the vow, if a 
man finneth, he is onely a tranſgr:ſſor of the law, aftcy 
it he is alſo a breaker of covenant : and {o contrats up- 
on himfelt a double guilt; in which regard, the laying 
a vow upon our ſelves to avoid that from which, or oe 
that to which we are already bound, cannot but be to 
Our corrupt nature both frenum and Zimnulus,a bridle to 
reſtrain us from the one, and a ſþur to excite us to the 
other. 

I end this, as for thoſe things which are mani- 
feſtly ſinfull,to vow them(under what prerexce ſoever ) 
is height of impicty, Thoſe covenants which ingage 
men,inſtead of keeping Gods law, injuriouſly to violate 
at once the law both of God and man, and perfidiouſly to 
break their own former oaths, are no better than leagues 
with Hell, and covenants with the Devil, Upon which 
account, how great cauſe this /and hath to monry bit- 
terly, and repent ſpeedily, at once, both for making and 
breaking wvews, 1 pray God we miy all yer at laſt conſi- 
der ſadly, But as for thoſe things which are plaizly 
commanded us by Ged,we cannot bind our ſelves too faſt 
to the performance of them z and therefore, though 
the very command ſhould be enough to oblige us, yetit 
will be both our wiſdome and piety, (conſidering the 
perverſencſſeand deceitfulneſſe of our own hearts) by w0- 
luntary vows, to impoſe upon our ſelves (even) neceſſary 
duties ;, and in particular to vow with Facob here, tha 
the Lord ſhall be onr God. 

2. Be- 


A 


| lized to betore our Vow. Indeed this muſt be under- 
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2. Beſides this gencral, there may be a more _ 
liar conſtrution ot thole words, The Lord ſhall be my 
God, by expounding them not ſeorſim, but conjunttim, ;-:; 17 
not by themſelves, but in conjunRion with the follow- 0: 
ing verſe, and ſo the meaning is, he would in an extra- 
ordinary way own the Lord as his God, by crefting aplace 
for his worſhip, and conſecrating a tenth part of his eſtate to 
his ſervice ; andin this ſenſe the Lord ſhall be my Ged, is 
moſt properly the obje# of a religious vow. 
To illuſtrate this a lictle, know, that according to 
the determination of the Schools, the objed# of a vow 
ſtrictly lo called, muſt be, 
2, Bonum melins, that which is good, not onely in 
the po(itive,but the comparative degree,and conſequent- 
ly the more excellent any thing is (provided it be within 74. £7. i 
our power to perform) the more ft to be the matter of Jg"* © + ®* 


a vow. 
2. Bonum indebitum, {uch a good as we were not ob- 


ſtood in a qualified ſenſe, by diſtinguiſhing between the 
ſubſtantials and the circumſtantials of that good we 
vow 3 2s alſo between an expreſſe and a virtwal com- 
mand. As we cannot do, ſo neither can we vow 10 do 
any thing which may juſtly deſerve to be called a work 
of ſupererogation,that is,a thing which is over and above 
what the /atirude of Gods law reacheth to + But there 
are ſome things we may vow which are not expreſly 
commanded, and circumſtantiated by the Divine law z 
and to ſpeak properly, things of this nature are the moſt 
fit matter of Vows, 

To bring this home to the preſent caſe, though that 
Tacob (hould have the Lord for his God, is for the ſub- 


Nance of it an expreſſe command, yet to have him for 
his 
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his God in (ach au extraordiyary way as here he menti- 


Luke 19.8, ons, was more than Gods Law did expreſly injoyn, For 


Zacheus togive his goods tothe poor is that which the law 
of God obliged him to 4 but to give half his goods was a 
frec-will oftering, the law having no where preciſely de- 
termined how wwch of our goods we ſhould give. That 


Pa!.119.746. David (ſhould praiſe God was a duty diredtly preſcribed, 


| 2 Gen, 
| 


but that he ſhould praiſe him ſeven times a day was no 
where exat7ly determined, In like manner, that Tacob 
ſhould have the Lord for his God, {o as to wor{hip him in 
ſome place,8& ro hopor him with his ſubſtance, was accor- 
ding to a_— precept, but that he ſhould ſo own him 
for his God, as to erecF an Altar in that place for his Wor- 
ſbip, and to give him the tenth of all that he ſhould have, 
was no where puniually. injoyned him, and therefore 
he doth here engage himſelf by vow to do them. 

I ſhall c/oſe up chis with a ſhort meditation + When we 
expect extraordinary favours, it is but reaſonable we ſhould 


Luke 12.48, V0w ſome eminent ſervice. That Merchant did very well in 


makixe(had he done as well in keeping)his www,who be- 
ing in apparent danger of loſing his /byp, goods, life, by a 
violent #orm, vowed to Fupiter it he would bring him 
ſafe to ſhore, Hecatombs of ſacrifices to be offered.upon 
his Altar. Our Saviour ſaith, To whom much & given, of 
him much [hall be required: it is no lels true, God looketh 
for much from him who expeds much from God. This na 
doubt was the inducement which put Facob upon this 
engagement, that in ſuch a ſpecial manner #be Lord ſhould 
be his God.: And (o I paſs from the matter to 

The condition of this Yow, as it is expreſſed in thoſe 
words,If God will be withime & keep me in thu may that 1 
£0, and give me breed taeat and rayment to put on, ſothat 


I come again to my fathers hawſe in peace. Wherein iws- 


things 


UM 
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things offer themſelves to our conſideration, namely, 
The manner of propoſal, and the things propounded, 

The manner of propoſal is in the particle 7f, which Partic, tr, 
being of varions confrudtion, and here liable to miſ- - 
conſtrattion, would be a little examined and rightly ſet- 
led. To which end I ſhall diſcourſe it both Negatively 
and Affirmatively, 

On the one hand this particle 7f is not in thi place, Negar, 

I. Si dubitantts, an If of heſitation : indeed many 
times it is ſo uſed, things which men are ſure of they ex- 
preſſe poſitively, bur when they are doubttfull they _ 

{peak with an 1f. So the Pſalmiſt : 7f he hath ſhut Nal-77-9. 
up in anger his tender mercies, in a way of doubting ; 

and therefore our Tranſlators fitly read it as 2 que- 

ftion, Hath he ſhut np ? with which agrees that of Saint 

Paul to the Chief Captain, 6 $£408 jor, may I ſpeak unto _ 37. 
thee ? thus (as Mercer tells us) ſome here conſtrue it, -—_—— 
and look upon it as this holy mans 7»fi-mity, that he 
doub:ed whether God would be with himor no. But fince 
Facob had but even now been aflured by Godin a wiſt- 
0, that the things here mentioned ſhould be perform- 
ed, it is not rational to imagine he ſhould ſo ſoon 
entertain doubting,when he had (o lately received an «ſ- 
ſurance trom the God of truth. 

-2, Nor yetis it Si fipulantss, an If of Fipulation ; 
when this parricle Jf is uſed in contrad#s and bargains, it 
carries init a reſtric#ion,and includerh in it a negation If, 
then, in ſuch cales implies elſe ot. And thus we are ſtill 
to underſtand it where it is prefixed before the proms- 
ſes which God makes to #s : ſoin that ſpeech of God to 
Cain, If thou doſt well, ſhalt thau not be accepted ? And 
again, in thoſe words of God to So/omon, If my people x Chron. 7.14 
which are called by my name, ſhall humble themſelves and 

: pray, 


— _———— 
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pray, &c: then I will hear from heaven, &c. But we muſt 
not thus conſtrue it in this promiſe of Facob to God, as if 
theſe words did import, that if God would not be with 
him, ec. he ſhas!d not bs his God: tor this were to make 
him 2 baſe hirelinz, who ſerves on-1y for his wages, 
Indeed this was that caiamay which the Dewi would 
= have faſtened upon Fob, when he'ſairh, Doth Job fear 
Nj "13.15. God for nought ? And how falſe it was appeats, as by 
Gini ama; DIS partence under aff1:Fions,{o by his reſolute expreſſion, 
aus 0 ns.&c Though he ſlay meyer will I truſt in him: far be ir trom 146 
ne pom ts. or 1acob to ſerve God tor exd., they thuttace him upon 
 —————_— terms, are not holy but crafty ;, nor is their ſervice 
obedientia, but mercatera, a yeilding obed ence to him, 
but rather a trading and merchanaizing with him, He 
loves Ged beſt, who loves him for himſelf, and reſolves 
ro cleave to him though he ſeems to /eave him, Such 
was the temper of the Church, asis expreſt in_ thoſe 
©. 44.19, Words, Though thou haſt ſore broken 14 in the place of Dra- 
$0431 gons, and covered us with the ſhadow of death ;, If we hawe 
forgotien the name of our God, or ſtretched out our hands to 
a itranze God, ſhall not God ſcarch this out ? The fame 
ſpirit it was that lodged in thoſe three Werthies, when 
© 2.19,42, they peremPtorily told Nebuchadnezzar, Our God whom 
we ſerve ts ableto acliver us from the burning fiery Fur- 
nace, and he will activer ms out of thine hand, O King z- but 
if not, be it known unto thee, O Kine, that we will uot ſerve 
thy gods, nor worſhip the golden Image which thou haſt (tt 
up. Norneed we doubt to affirm the like of Facob, 
that however God ſhould deal with him in his journey, 

yet he was reſolved that he ſhould be bis God. 
2. On the other hand, we may very juſtly look upon 

this fin a three-fold notion, namely, as 

iffirmati, 1, Si zxferentss, an If of iMlation, and thittwe ive : 
I.By 
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1. By way of conſequence,If ſometimes is as much as 
when or after, Thus by thePropher 7/aiah, where it is 
ſaid, He that ts left tn Ston ſhall be called Holy, If, that is, 16. 3. 4. 
(as our Tranſlators render 1t) when, or after the Lord fhall 
have waſht away the filth of the daughter of Sion.To which Joh 
accords that of our Saviour, 1f (that is, after) 1 depart © - en 
I will ſend hi unto you. Andin this ſenſe it is likewiſe 
uſed by the Latines,ſo in Terence, Herms ſt redierit, When Terent. Pharm, 
my Maſter comes home. According to this conſtruction we 
may take it here, but with a cautzox : When, or after God 
ſhall be with me,he ſhall be my God, is not to be meant ex-- 
cluſively, as if he were not before. No doubt ?acob be- 
ing piouſly educated, had already learned to take Ieho- == urns why 
wah for his God. But notwithitanding he might reſolve "xr .cmy _ 
that after his return he ſhould ſtill be þxs God, and that Mer.in loc, 
then he would make a publick and extraordinary teſtifi- 
cation of it, by buildiag him an Altar in this place where 
he had ſograciouſly appeared ro him, and givizg him 
the tenth of his eſtate, 
2, Or, by way of cauſality, If may import as much as 
becauſe, and is ſo uſed many times in the Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latine, My mouth ſhall prom thee ({aith David) with 
joyful lips, if I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate Pal. 63.5,6, 
ou thee in the night watches, Where the particle DX is 
not onely ordinal but cauſal, importing not onely the 
time, but the reaſon of his praiſing God with his lips, 
namely, the meditation of him in his heart, Thus when 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1f you be riſen with Chrift, ſeek thoſe &"l- 3. 1. 
things which are above, that If hath the force of a Be» 
cauſe, and (o it is in all hypothetical ſyllogilms, Accor- 
dingly that known ſaying of Cato,Sr Dews eſt animus---= 
may well be rendred, becauſe God is 4 Spirit, And where 
it iS ſaid in Yirgel, 


— 
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wveſtro ſi munere tellus 
Virg, Georg, Chaoniam pineut glandem mutavit ariſta : 
In this ecception it will hold here very well, Becauſe God 
will be with me, &c. And that which Facob implyes, is, 
that the collation of mercy ſhould be an obligation to piety. 
If 1acob find God merciful, God (hall not find Iacob undu- 
ztiful, This is that which he both m/ght and ouzht to do. 
No wonder it he promiſe to do it. 
I. It was that which he »2ight do, Though Divine 
favours ſhould not be the final, yet they may be the 
smpulſive cauſe of onr ſervice; though they muſt not be 
the high prize for which we run, yet they may be ſpurs 
to quicken us in our race. We muſt not look upon 
them as our ultimate end, but we may uſe them as per- 
ſwading motives, God himſelf ſo proponnds them in his 
Word; ſurely then we may ſo propoſe them to our ſelves, 
2. Nay more, this was that he ought to do, Ir is but 
reaſon, that if he prevent us with bis benefits, we ſhould 
follow him with our ſervice, It he draw us with the cords 
$ $20.17-7»5 gf love, we ſhould rn after him with the feet of obedience. 
God takes it yery ill from Davids hands, that havin 
heaped upon him ſo many mercies, he ſhould deſpiſe his 
commands, When he had planted 1ſraellike a vineyard 
0n 4 fruitful hill, fencedit, gathered the ſtones ont of it, in 
iſa. 5.152234 a word, done ſo much as more could not be done for it, he 
juſtly lookt that it ſhould bring forth grapes, and takes it 
. unkindly that it 6rovght forth wild grapes, It is no more 
than what juſtice and thankfulncſe requires, that if God 
doth hire us wich his benefits, we ſhould do his work g 
let out his good things to us, we ſhould pay him rent g 
and that his ſweet voce of love ſhould be anſwer'd with 
an echoof praiſe. The Poet being ſenſible of Ceſars £:- 
yours, reſolves ---- Erit ille mihi ſemper Deus, He ſhould 
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alwayes be to him as a God : Much more juſtly doth F#- Muſe: 


cob cum propoſito eratitudins, ina way of gratitude here 
vow, 1f Goa will be with me,&c.then God ſhall be my God, 
Nor is this 7f onely a particle of i{ation, bur 

2. Si admirantis,an If of adrhiration; for ſo Muſculus 
gloſſeth upon the words. 7acob baving received aſſurance 
from God of manifold mercies to. be conferred upon 
him , knows not how enough to expreſs his ſenſe of 
Gods love towards him, and therefore prorumpt in we- 
tum, breaks forth into a vow, and begins it with an 7f, 
which (as ſometimes it hath) ſeems to have the force 


.of an Interrozation, and that in a way not of doubting, but 


wondring. As if he ſhould have ſaid, What ? & it thus ? 
Will the Lord be ſo exceeding gracious *0 me,and ſhall not 1 
be more than ordinarily grateful unto him ? Nay ſurely, if 
God will ſo far wouchſafe as to be with me, and keep me in 
this way that I go, &re, he ſhall be my God , 

3. Laſtly, it is Si orants, an 1f of ſupplication, When 
Moſes uttered thoſe words, And now 1/00 wilt (he in- 
tends as much, oh that thou wouldeſt) forgive the ſin of 
this people z and that of David, If thou wil the wicked 
O God, though it be rendred by our Tranſlators, as if it 
were Si aſſerents, an If of confidence z ſurely, it may no 
leſs ftly be tranſlated, as Si optantes, an If of deſire, 0h 
that thou wouldſt ſlay the wicked. Suitable to this is that 
of our Saviour, Father if thou be willing, that is, (on that 
thou wouldfſt) remove this cup from me, And thus in that 
of the Poet; Si is as much as Utinam, 

$i nunc ſe nobss ille aureus arbore ramus 
oſtendat 


Id. is. 


Exod. 3 2.2 A 


Pſal.139.19. 
Luke 2 3, 42. 


Vire.B4eid.s. 
Nox per modum 


To this notion the tore-namedExpoſitor alludes,when ,,,:;0u;, {ed 


he ſaith Zacob uttered theſe words,not as a condition, but cum Firitu 
a Petition, And to the ſame purpoſe Parems, non dabitat 7*c2i0ny, 
po | EE . Muſc, in loc, 


D 3 ſed Par, ibid, 
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' Gen 21,30. 
| Ciyy{ſoft.Hom, 
| 46.11 Sn, 


ſed petit : Facob doth not doubt, but ask:: So that we 
wy well read the words, 0h that God wonld be with me, 
and keep me in this way that I goe, &c. According to 
which conſtrudtion his deſign is to expreſſe what were 
thoſe things which he defired God ſhould dee for him. And 
{o I am faln on the 

Matter propoſed, in theſe words, God will be with me » 
and keep me tn this way that 1 goe, and will give me brea 
to eat, and rayment to put on,. ſs that 1 come again to m) 
fathers houſe in peace, For the full handling whereof, 1 
will fiſt rake the clauſes aſwnder, and then put them 
together. 

L. If you look upon them ſeveraly you ſhall find there 
are four things that Facob doth here defire of God: 1. His 
mercifull preſence, will be with me:2. Powerfull protettion, 
And keep me inthis way that T goe: 3, Convenient provi- 
ſion, And give me bread to eat, and rayment to put on : 
4 Proſperens recittion,Sothat I come again to my Fathers 
bouſe in peace. 

1, The firſt thing that he craves of God is his 
mercifull preſence, that he would be with him, and 
this is. indeed the genws that comprehends, the 
cauſe that produceth all the reſt. In which. reſpe& 
Saint —_— faith upon thoſe word, God was 
with the lad rite 1% Th im)ev axereyoricer, toro nhl h eyicn 
eerie, This (meaning Divine preſence) « both our fron- 
geſt weapon and richest treaſure. 

Indeed in a large ſenſe there was no need for Faceb to 
defire God to be with him, {ince nothing is withou him. 
Suppoſe we in our thoughts a ſphere of infinite great- 
neſſe, whoſe centre is every where, and circumference no 
where,it muſt necefſarily follow, that all things beſides 
we incompaſſed by,and contained inir, Such a fhere is 

God. 
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God, no wonder it-Sexeca could ſay, Quocungue tt flexe- $:n.d: benef. 
ris,ibi illuws wvidebis occurrentems tibs, nihil ab illo vacat, o- © * 
ps ſuum implet,which way ſoever we turn our ſelves we may 
behold him meeting ws, who fills all he hath made, and s 
abſent from none of his creatares.. Well were it, if we 
would ever thus behold him preſent with us, whereever 
we are,and whatever we do. This is that preſence of God, 
which though there is no zeed to deſrre,yer there is great 
_ to obſerve,that we may not dare to do any thing 
a#nbeſeeming (0 glorious a Majeſty, 
But doubtleſle that which Facob intends when he 
would have God to be with him,is, that he would vouch- 
ſafe his peculiar, intimate and effef#sall preſence, where- 
by he is ſo with his own ſervants, as he is with wone be- 
fide. It is not unworthy our obſervation, that gradation 
of phraſes, by whichthis preſence of God is (er forth in 
Scripture, The Lord & nigh 10 all thatcall _ him 1% p;,\ ,,-:5 
truth, ſaith the Pſalmiſt , whereas Solomon tells us, e & © 
far from the wicked, Nor is he onely prope, but cum, , 
nigh, but with his ſervants z fo he faith ro 1ſrael, T hea ;c, 01-916 
art my ſervant, 1am with thee. Nor is. he onely cam, but 
circa, with, but about his people, as the monntains are 
round about Feruſalem, ſo the Lord round abowt them that 
fear him, ſaith David, Nor is he onely circa, but i», 
about, bur in his people, So the Pſalmi#, God i in the pry 1,4 
gemeraiion of the rightcous.Nor is he only in,but in medio, 
in, but inthe micſt of them, I come and will dwell in ;,y ,;0. 
the midſt of thee, ſaith-the Lord. To be with is more 
then to-be nigh, ſince nearneſſe may confiſt with ſome 
diſtance. To be round about is more than to be with, 
ſince he thatis onely on a mans-rieht or left hand may 
be ſaid to be with him, To be # is more then to be 
round about,fince that doth.onely note-an adjacency, this 
an. 
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an inherency, Finally, to be in the midſt is more than 
onely to be i», the middle being the very centre. And 
why all theſe expreſtons, but to intimate Gods near, ſpeci- 
all,and gracious preſence with his people * 

This was that which Facob defired : and good reaſon . 
For | 
L. Facob had left his Fathers houſe, where were his 
beſt friends on earth, and what could now render his 
lite comfortable but the preſence of God in heaven ? 


Pſa!.27.10. Jt rejoyced David to confider, that when hi father 


I Sam. 1.8. 


Amb. l.de Tſ:c 


C3. 


Pern.in Cant, 


Serm:.$ 5, 


and his mother forſook him,yet the Lord would take him up. 
And ſurely now Facob was gone from his father and mo- 
ther, it would much revive him to have God with him, 
Am not I beit:r to thee thenten ſons, (aid Elkanah to Han- 
nah ? God is better than parents, or kindred and friends, 
and his preſence with us will ſufficiently recompence 
their abſence from #s. 

2. Jacob was now in a journey, and, at ſucha time e- 
ſpecially.good company doth well. Comes facundus in wia 
pro vehiculo,ſaith Publius truly, a cheerfull aſſociate ſheer 
deth a mans way z and reddit ter leve & breve, makes 4 
mans journey ſeem both eaſcer and ſhorter. But no com- 
pany like to Gods; Solus non eſt cut preſul ade Deas, (aith 
S. Ambroſe (weetly : Facob,though alone, is not alone, if 
Godbe with him, It.is an excellent note of S. Bernard up- 
on thoſe words of Chriſt to the Spouſe, Ariſe and come ; 
Non pari confortat quod audit went & non vade,erc.1t was 
210 (mal comfort to the Spouſe to heav that ſweet word Come, 
and not Go ; by which ſhe undertood that ſhe was not ſent, 
but led, and that her bridegroom would go with her. Quid 
enim difficile ſub allo connte reputet ? For what way can be 
rugeed to her, whileſt he vonchſafes to be her companion ? 


It God be withus ina priſon, it 15 no lowzer a confinement : 
| Neque 


| JMIL 
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Neque enim poterit carcer videri in quo SOCrates erat, Sen.inConſolats 
ſaid he, That cannot be 4 priſon where Socrates & : but I x nr 
may much more truly ſay, That cannot be a priſon where to _—_ . 
God is. If God be with ns in a _ it is no longer ſoli- 2,11, 5.4 _ 
tary ; he cannot be lonely, though alone, who hath a God Hy 53ua3s, 
to cheer him, Excellently S. Chryſoſtom, if God pleaſe, ©9/0f. in 
though we be in a wilderneſſe, we need none elſe to ac- ©* 997 46- 
COmpany us, 

3. Homo gaudet de proptnquitate amici, every man is 
glad to have his friend near him, If a man be on a journey, 
the company of a ſtranger is acceptable, but of a friend 
is moſt deſirable. Facob knew the Lord, his Grandfa- 
ther Abraham, his Father 7ſaac and himſclf had found 
him to be a ſure, a faſt friend z can you blame him to de- 
fire his foctety ? No friends toa man in any difficulty 
like a good God and a good conſcience. 

4. Jacob made an account of troubles which might be- 
fall him in his way ; no wonder it he would have God 
20 with him ; rev iwpery 74y 3:1 Ty owty, xav is iphup Duty Thy Chryſoſt.l.ds. ? 
u# Tis monsos Srayortor 40partoepos Sartgiousy , ſaith the 
Greek Father ſweetly, When we have God propitions, we 
are more ſecure in the open field than others are in walled x, , ,. 
cities, The truth is, Ido not on the one hand much won- 7:d.cyr.Atex. 
der at the fear of the Diſciples in the ſhip, when beſides _ 
the darkneſſe of the night, and vehemency of the form, 1 Pt 
read that 1eſus was net come to them : on the other hand, 
Lefſe matvell at the. confident reſolution of David, 
Theuzh I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet 
will I fear noevil,when I preſently read, for thou art with 
ws. It Gods preſence go with us,as we need not care who 
elſe is withus, ſo neither need we fear who or what 
iS 474inſt us. It is moved as a Queſtion, Why, where- 
as the Prophet foretold concermng the Meſ1ah,thou oy 

CALb- 
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Iſa 7.14. 
Matth.1.21, 


Pſal.23 I+ 


Ver.2 6 


Teſtat.in tor; 


Exo01.33.15. 


call his name Immanuel, the Anzel; precept is, Thow ſhalt 
call his name Teſus.To which this ingenuous 4nſwer 15 re- 
turned, that the names 1mmarnsel and ſus, though they 
differ in ſound,are much oxe in ſenſe. immanuel (1gnifieth 
God with us, and Teſus a Saviour ; and if God be with us, 
ſalvation cannot be far from ns. In one word, as the pre- 
ſence of the Sur diſpels all c/ouds, fo doth Divine pre- 
ſence prevent all troubles, at leaſt the evil of them. 

5, Jacob ſuppoſeth he might need ſuppites in his jour- 
ney, and he knew Gods preſence would furniſh him, The 
Lord is my ſbepherd ((aith David) therefore 1 ſhall not 
want z whileſt the ſhepherd is with his flock he will nor let 
them want either paſture or waters. Nthil £1 deeft cui ade(t 
emnium plenitudo, ſaith $, Ambroſe, No geod things can 
be abſent where the fulneſs of all things & preſent. 

6. Laſtly, 7«cob conlidered that the chief errand a- 
bout which his' Father ſent him, namely the raking of 4 
wife, was a matter ot ſerious concernment: beſides, it 
{o tell our,that he was intruſted by Laban with the ma- 
naging of his eftate,and in all weighty undertakings ; who 
fitter than God to conſnlt with 2 To this accords Toſta- 
ins his gloſſe, If God will be with me, dirigendo negotium 
& Statum meum, to diret and order my affairs. It is no 
ſmall content to a man, when he hath a friexd no lefſe 
prudent than faithfull at hand to adviſe with z the one!y 
wiſe God is þoth the ſafeſt guide and the bet Conn- 

ellouy, 

By all this it appeares how needfull the ppeciall pre- 
ſence of a propitious God is, Indeed Moſes made fo 
great an account of it, that bzing to condu#? the 1ſrarlites 
co the land of promiſe, he faith unto Goo, If thy preſence 
go not with me carry ws net hence. Oh let it be our wiſ- 
aome,as alwayes, ſo eſpecially when we are c#2azed up- 


ON 
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on perilloxs journeys and weighty buſineſſes, by earneſt 
prayer to implere, and ſo ſecure the Divine preſence, as 
here -Faceb doth, when he faith, If God will be with 
me. 

2. The next branch of his requeſt is, His powerful pro- 
tetion in thoſe words, And keep me int this way that T eos 
wherein there is ſomething implied and expreF. 

1, The thing impliedis, That in this way which Jacob 
was to go he ſhould ſtand in need of keeping. Indeed, which 
way can a man go wherein he may not be endangered, and 
therefore needs to be preſerved ? There are but two 
wayes wherein any man can go, either the earth or the 
water, the land or the ſea, and both are perilous. As for 
the earth, that indeed is ſteady, but our footing on it is 
not ſteady ; many have ſtumbled upon plain ground : and 
as for the perils of the water, they are both manifold and 
manifeit, By land we meet with hills and deſarts, bogs 
and theeves : by ſea we are toſt with tempe#s, aſſaulted 
by pirats, run upon the ſands, and daſh againſt the 

rocks, 1 ſpeaknot this to drſcourage any from going thar 
way to which God calls them, though it be never ſo log 
a voyage by ſea, which yer ſeems to be more dangerous 
than the /and. Ir isa pretty ſtory of him, who ſaying 
That his Father, Grandfather, and great Grandfather died 
at ſea, and being asked, Why then do you go to ſea ? Re- 
plied , Where did your Father, Grandfather, and great 
Grandfather die ? and being anſwered, 1» their beds, wit- 
tily retorted, Why then do you go to bed © The truth is, 
there isno juſt reaſon to be more tizorors, at leaſt not 
more anxious, when we go by ſca, than when we go by 
land; but withall, fo great is the peril of both, that we 
ſtand in xeed of being kept, And this Facob well knew, 
elſe what need of this prayer ? , 
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2. The thing expreſſed is, that Tacob deſired God to be 
his keeper : The great Jehovah & the Lord Keeper and Pro- 
. tedtor of bis ſervants. The Lord keepeth the feet of his 
Rn Saints ;, Soruns the Song of Hannah: where if the que- 
pp ſtion be asked why the feet are mentioned ? the anſwer is 
aptly returned,that the feet bear the whole weight of the 

body; and beſides, they are moſt [ubjei# to danger, (o that 

by keeping of the feet the whole body is neiroa The 
athe Feps of a good man are ordered by the Lozd, and he de- 
lighteth in his way + though he fall he ſhall not be utterly caſt 

down, for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand : where 
Almighty God is compared as it were to a loving »wrſe, 
or a tender Mother, which holds the weak child (when it 
goes) by the hand, that ic may not tall, What the De- 
Job1.1% «w{{aid of Fob, Haſt thou not made an hedge about him ? is 
true of every good min ; the way which he goeth is 

hedged about with the ferce of divine protection. 

It it (hall be exquired, How God keepeth hu ſervants in 
veſt, the way they go ? The Anſwer is returned by the Pſal- 
uf Wo miſt, The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 

al. 34.7». , . , 

91,13,1z, that fear him. : And again, He ſhall give hs Angels 

charge over thee to keep thee tn all thy wayes, they ſhall bear 
See the Que- Fh*e up in their hands, leſt thou daſh thy feet againſt a ſtene. 
ſtion irg:vu Where by the former Scripture it teems that one Aneel 
cnqoy An gr guards mary ; and by the latter, that many Angels keep 
ted Ty. Gu:z- 0we, That a particular Angels afligned by God to eve- 
d'an Angil, by ry particular perſon is by lome probably 2ſſerted, that all 
ab ;8os pi. CE Angels have a charge given them to guard the Saints 
ritus proptcr iS certainly aſſured ; and by the way we may at once 
705 1emillis, ® rake notice of the dignity of the Saints, whom God ſo 
a »:ire highly honowrs, as to make as it were his houftold: ſer- 
dep:t:as, &©. wants tO attend on themzand of the Angels humility, who 


Bern. 139". willingly condeſcend not onely to be comites, but ba= 
Juit, 


Fi, 


— 
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113, as companions to go with us, but porters to carry us, 
putting 35 it were their hands under our feet to do us ſer- 
Vice. 

Nor is Divine proted740s leſs efficaciows, becauſe by 
the miniſtry of Angels , fince that Maxim, Agens per 
medinm eft minis efficax in agendo, A mediate agent is 
leſs ffefFual in operation, onely holds true when means 
are uſed propter neceſſitate, not of choice, but of neceſ» 
fity. Whereas this cannot be imagined of God, who can 
preſerve all things by the ſame #mediate hand which 
mad: them. Itis thenno other but his good pleaſure 
which moves him to make choice and »ſ- of Angels in 
this ſervice, Nor yet are we to conceive that God doth 
fo d-pute the Anzels to this employment,as that he takes 
#0 care of us himſelf ; tor though the Angels keep us ra- 
tione executionis, by miniſterial ſervice, yet God keeps us 
ratione eubernations, by his over-ruling authority 8 pro- 


vidential influence. Tf you do but caſt your eyes a little Veric 12, 13. 


before upon Facobs viſion, you ſhall find this truth ex- 
cellently illuſtrated, where the /adder repreſents Facobs 


Journey, upon which the Angels aſcending and d:ſcending j;4 v,, 1 we 


intimates their care of Jacob going and returning, upon 

the top of which the Lord ſtood, to wit, not onely as a ſþe- 

Fator, but a moderator, | 

How happy are the ſervants of the true Fehovah ! Hea- 
then worſhippers are fain to keep their gods,the great God 

keeps his worſhippers. Fulgoſms tells a pretty ſtory of one 

Muſonianus, - who perceived the Roman Army to ſtop in 
their march by reaſon of a bird (iccing on a tree, in expe- 
Ration of whoſe motion a So9thſayer ſtayed them, that 
he might divine by it ; whereupon he ſht his arrow and 
killed che bird ,(aying in derifion, 114: help can be expe- 
#ed from theſe creatures, which are not able to prevent 4 
E 2 danzer 


d:pend for protection in ll our journ:ys and voyages, and 

ler us ſit 11» between #s and harms. They are well kept 

whem God keeps, His eye is ever watchful, his hand is al- 

Pal, 121.3,4, WayeS powerful, He will not [fer thy foot to be moved, he 
th a' keepeth thee will nor ſlumber nor ſleep, Tuto dormivi, 
zam Antipater vigilavit, I ſlept ſecurely while Antipater 
waked, (aid Alexander 5 we may both awake and ſleep, 
ride and ſail, walk and run (ecure whileſt God preſerveth 
us. We areneither ſafe without him, nor in danger with 
him. Except the Lord keep th: City,the watchman watch- 
eth but in vain, It he withdraw his prote@7ion, it is net- 
ther the ſtrength of horſes and multitude of forces in 
war, nor the $kill of the pilot and tallneſs of the veſſel 
Vides equum At ſea can preſerve us and it God undertake our defence, 
b-ae ſormitum; jt iS not the greateſt dangers can injure us. How perillows 
mains 5 was the 1ſraciites journey out of Egypt, when in all 
petit? iſta probability the red ſea might have been made redder by 
onni1 viden- their blond, and the hills on both ſides made larger by 
"—_ Ms the heaps of their dead bodres, but the mighty God was 
lwe,ſ.d ſallez!, their keeper, and brought them ſafe, not onely out of. 
gy 0" Egypt, bur through the ſea and wilderneſs unto the land 
Pſ. Vid. Cyr. of Promiſe, Indeed, as S. Ambroſe excellently, ibi plus 
-S yorker auxilt abi plus pericult, when danger IS greateſt then di- 
[ph.c,5. © Vine help is neareſt;and the more perillovs the way is, the 
| more doth God glorifie bis mercy.in his ſervants ſafety. 
He that keeps the ſea from over-rannine the earth, can 

keep us from miſcarrying ; though it be by ſea, neither 


Waves 


Plal. 127.1, 
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waves nor winds can hurt him whom God will preſerve ; 
and therefore in our greateſt ſtraits let us not caſt 
away our confid:nce, but exerciſe our devotion, praying 
to God with Facob here, that he would keep us in the way 
we 20, 

3. The next branch of his deſire is convenient provi- 
ſion in thoſe words, 4nd give me ({r:2d to eat, and ray- 
ment to put on, | 

It may be here enquired, Whether Facob had not pro- Queſt, 
viſion of bread and rayment already with him ? And if fo, 

Why # this inſerted in his petition ? When Abraham (ent 

forth Eleazar his ſervant to find out a wife for 1ſaac, he Gcn.24.19- 
ſcnt bim forth with ample ferniture;and is It to be 1ma- 

gined that 7ſaac would deal worſe by his Son than his 

Father Abraham did by his ſervaxt © But to anſwer this, 

know, 

I, That how well ſoever Jacob were provided, this Anſw. 
prayer was not needleſes, even rich men muſt be Gods Hu: ranquam 


04” * paup'y &+ vere 
bergars, and (as will appear by and by) have reaton to 7" 
pray tor bread and rayment though they have it, dixitynec mi- 


2, It is not improbably conceived, that Iacob was 7mm & 
c . —- ' Rx max! mus 
ſent forth from 7ſaac but in a mean condition, without ,,4,,, { ac 
any plentifull ſuſtenance or attendance. For this rea- pauprem& 
ſon, ſaith Mercer from the Rabbins, Quo citiis rediret & Fees fe. ”_ 
anhelaret ad domum patris, that he might think the ſoon- Rup.in Gen, 
er of returning, and make the more haſte home z and per- M-rc. in loc, 
haps withall,that he might be the /efſe exvied and ma- 
ligned by his. brother Eſau, who was enraged againſt 
him, 
3. Beſides, the extent of Tacobs deſire for bread and 
rayment was till he came back to his Fathers houſe,. and 
poſſibly his tay might be longer then he intended, and 
{o.his proviſion fall ſhorter then he expected. 
To: 


/ 
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Tolet this go, you may take notice in this requeſt of 
theſe three things, The matter of his deſire, bread to eat, 
and rayment to put on, The Donor from whom he de- 
fired them,namely,God ; and upon what accowzt, in that 
word Ge. 

I, The things he here deſires of God are bread and 
rayment. Bread being the moſt generall and needfull food, 
is by a Synecdoche in Scripture put for all kind of Ali- 
ment which is neceſſary to the ſaſtentation of nature, and 
rayment includes all things needful! for the clothing of 
the body. Indeed ſome of the Rabbrns conceive,that Fa- 
Vide Merc.in cob having now got the birth right and bleſſing, had an 
loc, eye to the ſacerdotall garment, which the firſt-born did 

miniſter with in holy things, But this 1s a far-fetcht con- 
ceipt : the moſt genuine ſenſe is, that all things necaſſary 
for bis feedinz and clothing are here meant by bread and 
rayment. 
Yide madetian That which would be taken notice of is the modeſty 
Facob, neceſ[i- of this good man, who onely deſires things ntceſſary.. He 
Ala id ibid. doth not ask of God 2uails, or Manna, but onely 
 _ pread,, hedoth not beg purple and fine linen, jewels and 
ornaments, but onely rayment. It isas eafle for God to 
give his ſervants delicacies as bread, folks as cloth, ſuper- 
fluittes as neceſſaries; and if he be pleated to blſſe our 
lawfull endeavouts, and throw in abundance upon us, we 
muſt receive it thankfully, and uſe ic r1gh:ly. Such, no 
doubt, was Facobs reſolve,as appears by chat part of 
his vow, #0 give God the tenth of chat ſtate he ſhould 
bleſs him with, Bur ſtill with Facob we muſt not en- 
large roo muchin our prayers for temporals, This is that 
our Saviour hath t:ught us « hr1ftiaxs in that excellent 
Marth 6 13, form ot prayer, G1ve #s this day our daily bread: upon 


Gr.Nſ/.de orat, Which Geregory Nyſſen thus elegantly gloflerh,4gror #3;, 5 
Dom orai.s5, Tey- 
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Tevphv,sdls m\3ror, &C, Give us bread, not dainties, nor ri- © 


ches, not golden ornaments, nor ſilver veſſels, or precious 
ſtones ; not herd of oxen, flocks of ſheep, or troops of hor- 
ſes z not large revenues, ſtately palaces, or numerons atten- 
dants (by all which the mind is too much withdrawn from 
better things)no,onely give us bread,that which may ſupport 
nature and preſerve life. 

Oh how doth this check our graſping, ſoaring thoughts 
and defires ! know we not that riches and honours 
are things too great for our bodies, and roo Vittle for 
our minds ? they are more than we can wſe, and leſſe 
than we would have; we may be well enough with- 
ont them, and cannot be ſatzfied with them. Let 


me then beſpeak you in thoſe words of God to Barach, Jer.qy.s, 


Seekeſt thou great things for thy ſelf ? Seck them not : Or 


in that excellent counſel of the Apoſtle, Having food and 1 Tim, s.g, 


rayment, let us therewith be content, It is a known ſaying, 
Cui ſatis 208 eſt ſatis nihil eſt ſatis : our froverb Engliſh» 
eth it, Enough is as good as a feaſt. And it you would 
know what is enoueh, let Fuvenal anſwer : 


In quantum ſits atque fames & frigora poſcunt, 
That which i enough to keep off hunger, thirſt & cold.It was 


Agurs prayer to God. Give me neither poverty wor riches, Prov.30, 8, 


(both being like Scy/la and Charibas, deſtrutive)but 
feed me with food convenient for me: Andit you would 
know what is convenient, | anſwer in tew words, that 
which is neceſſary for our own preſervation, which is ſ#i- 
zable to the preſent ſtation wherein God hath ſet us, and is 
juſtly requiſte for the charge committed to w. Within 
theſe bonds let us limit our deſires, ſo (hall we be fol- 
towers of this godly Patriarch, who onely craveth bread 


2, The 
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Marth. 5.45. 
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2. The Donor of whom he deſireth this proviſion is 
God, the Lord in heaven is the diſþoſer of all things on 
earth,we neicher have them of our ſelves, nor can have 
them from 4ny other but him, or at leaſt by his appoint- 
ment. It were eafte to inſtance in all the various comforts 
of this preſentlite; how it is he that builds the bouſe 
wherein we dwell, that makes the bed (eſpecially in our 
fickneſſe)whereon we lie,that gives his Beloved ſleep and 
reſt upon her bed; that cauſeth the ſu» to ſhine and the 
rain to fall,that prepares a tab le for us, and cauſeth our 
cup to run over, But I (hall confine my ſelf tothe preſent 
inſtances, the bread we eat is out of his cupboard, and the 
rayment we put on out of his wardrobe. 

He gives us bread,inaſmuch as he bleſſeth the ſeed, and 
giveth the earth ſtrength to bring forth corn;whereas the 
corn giveth bread to ws, he giveth as it were bread to the 
corn by the dews of heaven, & ſendeth ſeaſonable weather 
tO 7ipen it and gather it in: He giveth us rayment in that 
he giveth us ſh:ep,and coyereth chem with wool to clothe 
us: He giveth us both bread and rayment,in that he gives 
health and ſtrength to earn them, peace and qurerneſſe to 
enjoy them, ar and 5k: to make them. Finally, he 
gives us Lread and rayment,inaſmuch avhe gives frength 
to Our bread to nouriſh us, heat to our rayment to warm 
us, a bleſ17g with both, making them bereficiall to us. 
Bread and all externall things are but as ſo many /umps 
of the firſt Chaos, having in them neither /ife nor [12 ht, 
neither ſtrength nor comfort,unleſle a word preceed out of 
the mouth of God, The truth 1s, it God give 14 not our 
bread and rayment, we (hall either not have ttiem, or ha- 
ving, z0t be able roſe rhein, or uſing, thall noc be re- 
frh:d by,or ſatifi:d with them. 

Whether therefore we wart, or have bread and ray- 

ment, 
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ment.let us defire God to give them us.It we want them, 
let us, with the hungry Ravens , cry andcall upon him g 
nay, if we have them, let us ſtill cyy ro him for his b/eſ- 
ſing on them, humbly acknowledging all to depend up- 
on his gracious influence. 

3. The account upon which Facob defires bread and 
rayment of God, is Gift ; whatever we have of Ged 
comes of free-gift, We neither can deſerve any thing of 
him, nor repay any thing to him;not onely the glories of 
that other lite, bur the comforts of this life are andeſerved- 
ly conferred upon us the ſmalleft crumbs are greater 
than our merits, and the worſt rags better than our de- 
ſerts. 0h my ſoul, make much of this word Give, and ac- 
#0unt it the _— ground of thy hope for whatever thou 
wanteſt, and the greateſt ſtrength of thy title to what- 
ever thou haſt. Tf God will give me bread ts eat and ray- 
ment to put on,is Facobs form of prayer at his going forth: 
I am not worthy, or (according to the Hebrew) am leſſe 


then the leaſt of all the mercy and of all the truth which ths Geg,,1.16. 


haſt ſhewed wnto thy ſervant, in his forms of thankſervin 
wr he _—— And {rf the ens 
ration of our «»worthineſſe ſhould ſo much the more 
oblige us to #thankfulneſſe. The more freely any 
thing is conferred, it is both ſo much the more 
acceptable to him that receives it, and the more worthy 
of praiſe to him that gives it. Oh let us leame 
with all. humble chanel to acknowledge the 
very bread we eat, and the rayment we put on , 
to be not debite, but dons, due debts, but free 
gifts, 
4. The laſt branch of Tacobs requeſt is a proſperous 
redutton, in theſe words, So that I come again to my fa- 
thers houſe in peace. It is uſuall with the Hebrews ſynec- 

-— -- dochically 


 \ 
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| Merc. inloc. dochically by peace to underſtand 2 fate of Proſperity 


Mercers paraphrale is, ſalums & incolums, a (ate and 
proſperous return to his Fathers houſe in due time, is 
that then which here Fob defireth of God. 
There is implanted in every man by ature a love of 
Lipſ. de conſt, His Fathers-houſe, his native ſoyl, where (as Lipſeus ele- 
1.c,1% gantly phraſeth it)we drew our firſt breath, and our feet 
did firſt tread ;, where our infancy flouriſhed, childhood 
played, and youth was educared z where the Heavens, 
the Rivers, by often view have become famzliar to us 
where of along time our kindred, friends & companions 
have lived : In a word, where there are thoſe ebjed#s of 
content, which in vain we ſeek tor any where elſe. True 
Ges. Tu. It is to wiſeand reſolved man (as Tewcer once ſaid) 
Ovid, Patria eft ubicung; bene eſt, Where ever a man ts well, that 
Delicatus i? 5; his country : One ſolum farti patria, to a magnani- 
eft adbuc cul , . ; 
patria dulcis 910145 mind every place is abke, He that thinks he can 
eſt, fortis autem Jive no where but where he was born, and would confine 
bg himſelf to his fathers houſe, wants either wt, or courage, 
perſeftus cu: or beth. A prudent and valiant man reckons himſelf with 
mmdus exili= gocrates and Diogenes to:be xoouemonimns, a Citizen of the 
KM. . 
Hue.de S.Vic, world, and therefore refuſeth no. honourable imployment, 
Natal. Cow. though it be to the #tmoſt parts of the earth. But yer 
- app ſtill, as the 0rator (aid: truly, Nullus locus e# domeſtica 
zwrip. in Aer. ſede jucundior, No place i more defireable than a mans na- 
tive ſeat; To which agrees: that of the Greek. Poer, 
Ti yag maledas ard. pinleeey; What is more dcleftable to a 
man than his fathers houſe ? - Hence it is, tht 
&; 382 29x7- 1, Though wher places be more wealthy, fruitful, plea- 
xzoy 3 ale ſant than a mans own country, yet (as he ſaid) quia ſua, 
Sos, ©c. becauſe itis.4 mans own, he prefers it before them. Rome 
Hom: 069): 1+ x35 far better thanSc11his,and yet the Barbarians would 
leave. Rome totethra to Scpthia, Aiſtately palace in ano» 


ther 
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ther Land (to allnde to Hswers expreſſion) -is not fo 
pleaſing a5 a mans Fathers houſe, though: it be a cottage, 
Sertorius, a citizen of Rome, having obtained many con- 
queſts abroad, at laſt ſent to Powperue 3nd Metallas that 
he might return-home, ſaying, Maile ſe Rome ignobilif- 
fimnm civem, quam exulem omnian aliarum. cluitatuns 
Imperatorem ueminari : He had rather be one- of the 
meaneſt inhabitants of Rowe, than a Governour of all 
other Cities, 
2, Baniſhment from a mans Fathers houſe and Coun- 
try hath been ever accounted a grievous puniſhment : 
— wg S 3s cG Wight 1 yo; meleizs rien; — Epic Med, 
No greater trouble than for a may to be deprived of his na- 
tive ſoyl, A Priſon at home is more welcom than per- 
petuall exile, Thoſe captive 1ſraclites fit down, and 
ſtriving as it were to out-vie the Rivers with their tears, 
weep by the waters of Babylon,ſaying, How ſhall we ſing the ,,.., 
ſongs of Sion in a range land ? Fephtah took it very © 
einouſly that the Elders of Gilead caſt him ont of his 
Fathers houſe ; and as if they could not well have done 
him a worſe _— he conſtrues it as a clear argument of 
their ſpiteful malice : Did you not hate me, and expell me Judg.11;7, 
out of my Fathers houſe ? 
3- When men are in f0rr4ix parts, (whether it be by 
forcible compultion, or voluntary conſent) they cannor 
' Chooſe but often think of their fathers houſer De loco pe- cafs.inPal, 
reerinationss proprit domicilii creſcit affet#us, Our love to 137: 
our home increafeth by our abſence from it : And therefore OOO: 
it is when we are abroad in our perſons, we are at home in Liv. 1. 3. 
our thoughts. So Ovid found it in his baniſbment, 
Neſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunttos Oyid.de ponr; 
Ducit, & immemores.non ſinitſſe ſui, ; 1.1. cleg. 4, 
There ts ſuch a ſweetneſs _ he) #n ones pative ſol 
2 that 
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that though a man be abſent from, it will not ſuffer his to 
be unminaful of it. 

: 4 Though upon ſome occaſions 009. nl willing 
——__ to leave their fathers houſe,yet they are efirous of return, 
proprios nides We ſee it in other creatures 3 the wild beaſts, which goe 
amant:erratiles abroad to ſeek their prey,return to their dexs; the Co- 
—_ ro nies,that goe forth to feed, haſte back to their holes, the 
nant, cc. Harethat is put wp by the Hunter, and purſued by the 
Cals.L1.©P. hounds, and almoſt tired, makes back to her fourme, 
-+Fucta eons though it be but ro 4je there. Tc is no leſfe true in men; 
enira petunt-o>. fs they that are at Sea do often look towards the ſhore, and 
_— lone for the Land : Sic it qui in peregrinis locis ad patriam 
Lo. cent, 2. [4m aſpirant, ſaith Lipſius, (o do Pilgrims and Travel- 
ep. 54. ters ſeek after their own Country. Homer and Quid dog 

both tell us of U/yſſes, how deſirous he was to come ſo 
near his Country,as but 
| m— 47m Sm F9acrovTH ONT Ou, 
_—_— . Fumuns de patriis poſſe videre focis, 
to ſee the ſmoke coming ont of the chimneys. Thus Faceb 
here,though at his Fathers command he left his houſe, 
yet he expreſſeth- his deſire of coming thither again ix 
eace.. 
n This it is he begs of God, as well knowing,that as 
the ſucceſs of his egreſs, to the welfare of his regreſs 
41. ad/41. 6e- did depend upon Divine Providence. Alexander ab Az 


zial. Dier. 1.6. lexandro tells us that one of Fun9's names was Tterduca, 


4: 1» civj; 209d S+Auſtin, that ſhe was called not onely [terdyca,but 
-= 7. c. 1, Domiduca, the Heathens looking upon that Goddeſs as a 
guide of their journy both in going out and coming home, 

This is undoubtedly true of the great God, by whoſe re- 

newed goodneſs it is, that after long travels and many 

3roubles menreturn home in ſafety, Tt he pleaſe to ap- 

20int a mans r#wry, though there be never ſo. many 
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monntaines of difficulty in the way, he ſhall over-leap 
them all. Good King David,by the rebellion of Abſolom, 


was forced to flie from Feruſalem,with a ſad heart(God ; $am.rr.14. 
knoweth)and (as appeareth by his doubrfull prayer) with 26% 19. 15. 


little hopes of returning. Bur not long afrer the Rebe/li- 
06 Tr attour with all his confederates is diſcomfited, and 
the King cometh again to Jernſalem in peace, to the 
great joy of all his /oyall ſubjeRts, and confuſion of his 
exemies, The experience I doubt not of many can atteſt 
how wonderfull providence hath not onely carried them 
forth, but brought them back. And ſurely this is no 
{mall mercy, yea, indeed it is that which completes all 
other favours, when providence thus Jengthencth our the 
line of a mans tranquillity, That which 7nwiteth men to 
go forth, is an hope of coming home z ſcarce any man 
would leave his comntry were he ſure to die before he 


returned, A comfortable egreſſe is a. good —_ 5 


a-ſucceſsfull progreſſe is an addstion to, bur a (ate regreſſe 
is the conſummation of the mercy, No wonder it Iaceb 
defired of God ſo to keep him,as that he might come again 
to his fathers houſe in peace, 

Having thus viewed the clauſes aſuuder,put them 29+ 
gether, and ſo look upon this petition of Tacob in a 
double reference,both forward and backward. 

I, Look forward to the anſwer that. God gave 1a- 
cob of this requeſt, which we find far to exceed ir. He 
deſires of God that he might be kept and fed while he 
was abroad,and come home ſafe: Burt lo, over and above 
bis defire , whereas he went forth with a faff, he return 
ed with two bands ; he went out aloe, and returns with 
wives and children, ſervants and cattel , his defire was 
onely to come again in peace,and behold, he comes again, 
mot: onely in peace, but with wealch, Thus are Gods: 

| | grants 
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grants many times largerthen. our deſires : David asketh 
him /ife, and together with /ife he gives him a Crown. 
Solomon defireth wiſdome, and with wiſdome he giveth 
him riches and honour. The Theef upon the Croſſe would 
onely. be remembred by Chriſt, and Chriſt aſlureth him 
that he ſhould be with him in his Kingdow. 

Thus as a little water put into a pump, makes way 
for a great deal more to be draws ont ; and as thoſe thin 
and inſen{ible vapours which aſcend from the earth, 
tall down in great and abundant ſhowres ; ſo do our weak 
and (bort prayers return with full and enlarged anſwers , 
God dealing with his ſervants in this caſe as Joſeph did 
wich his brethren'in Egypt, when he did not onely put 
the corz in their ſacks, but the wency wherewith they 
purchaſed it. | 

How ſhould this conſideration engage and #ncourage 
us to the duty of prayer!Men in {uing co their be#ters ma- 
ny times 45k more then they expe? ; but in (ſuing to God 
we may expee# more then we ak: when we go to men 
they deal with us as the Zccho with the vorice,cut off half 
of our petitions but when we go to God, the crop of 
mercy which we reap, is far greater then the ſeed of prayer 
which we ſow, 

2. Look backward to that which was a ground of his 
prayer, namely the promiſe which God made (when he 
appeared)to him. Behold 1 am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thon goeſt, and will bring thee agaty in- 
to this land, for I wit not leave thee untill Ihawve done that 
which I have ſpoken to thee : ſo that indeed his prayer is 
nothing elſe but a repetition of that promiſe. 

It may here be enquired, what necd +acob trouble hinw 
ſelf to pray for that. which God had alr:ady promiſed ? his 
word being paſſed the performance 1s ſure ; to __ _ 
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ſhould Facob pray ? one would think that this ſhould ar- 
gue ſome «ffidence in Facov, nay forgetfulneſſe in God, 
as if he needed to be put in mind of his word; and God 
might have retorted upon Facob, why do you trouble me to 
ask what I have already granted ? 
Bat for anſwer hereunto, know, Anſw, 
I, That it harh been the uluall pradZiſe of Gods ſer- 
wants to pray to him for thoſe things which he hath al- 
ready promiſed; not onely Facob, but Abraham his gen 25,41, 
Grand- father, having received from God the promiſe of a 
Son, intreats the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhe was barren, 
All the Saints of the Old Teſtament prayed for the Meſ- 
fiahs firſt coming, and we now pray for his ſecond co- 
ming, though yet both of theſe are clearly promiſedin 
holy Wrir, 
2. This pradtiſe of Gods ſervants is founded upon ve- 
ry good reaſon ; For 
1, The prayer of the upright (according to Solomons 
Proverb) « Goas delight : Chriſt ſaith unto his Spouſe, Cant.1.14, 
Lett me heave thy voice,which then makes the beſt My/eck 
in-his eares, when it 1s che eccho of his own voice. Mer 
love not to be cronbled with ſuitors,but God is wel-plea- 
ſed with frequent adareſſes, yea therefore he defers to ful- 
fill what he hath promiſed, that we may be the more im- 
portunate in defering it, 
2, Divine promiſes are ſo far from being impediments, 
that they are inconragements to prayer : It I know that he 
to whom I petition is well-affetted rowards me, and welt- 
pleaſed with whar Idefire of him,ic cannor but embolden 
me to goto him ; what are the promiſes,. but declarati- 
ons of Gods good will towards us,and what he is ready to 
dofor us? and therefore we are juſtly animated t9g9 


bubdl, to the throne of grace. 
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3. More then this, the promiſes are not onely incou- 
ragements to, but areuments in prayer, It is a ſufficient 
argument to Prevaile with any honeſt man,thar his word 
pa#,much more with the fatthfull God. Accordingly this 
holy man urgeth upon God in that prayer he made when 
he was returning home, thou ſaideſt thou wouldft do me 
good , with which that of David agreeth, deal well with 
thy ſervant according te thy word : and therefore inſtead of 
<"ffing trom prayer,becaulſe of a promiſe, we ſhould ra- 
ther plead the po in our prayer, 

4. Yer further, prayer # the condition and means of ob- 
taining what God hath promiſed, After a catalogue of many 
{ſweet promiſes made by God to his people, it followeth, 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, T will yet for thus be enquired of by 
the houſe of Iſrael to do it for ” ly As Repentance is the 
condition (it not alwaies expreſſed yet implied) of avoid- 
ing what he bath threatned o 1s prayer of — what 

enoun- 
cing and executing of the menace is the time for the pre- 
fiſe of repentaxce,that the evil threatned may not be in- 
flifted ; (o the ſpace between the making and accompliſh- 
ing of the promiſe, is the time for the exerciſe of prayer, 
that che good promiſed may be performed, The promi- 
ſes are as it were a Fore- houſe of bleſſings, but prayer is 
che key chat opens it;they are as it were the well of com- 
forts, but prayer is the bucket which muſt draw out the 
Water. 

5. Adde to all this that which may fully ſatsfie, Not 
onely is prayer as an antecedent condition to th: performing 
of a promiſe, but a promiſe muſt antecede to the making of 4 
prayer : io far ſhould we be from ne /efting prayer be- 
cauſe God hath promiſed, that onely what Ged hath pro- 
miſed ought to be prayed for z S, Fohn is expreſſe, If ” 

as 
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ack according to his will he heareth ws, intimating that no *? Jebo x. 14: 
prayer can have audience and acceptance, but what is ac- 
cording to his will; which will is revealed in his word,and 
(as to the things which we are to deſire) particularly in 
his promiſes. Among the many requiſtes to an effectual 
prayer, faith is not the leaft , Indignm eſſe diving bene- 
dittione cenſetur, qui Dominum duv!9 querit affe#u, ſaith yy... 
S. Ambroſe, he that asketh doubiingly begs a drnial: Anvroſe. © 
whatſoever you as% believing (ſaith our Saviour) you ſhall 
receive ; and accordingly S, Fam?s is expreſs, if any James r. 5,6 
ef you lack wiſdome, let him aske of God, but let him 
ak in faith ; now the choice prop of faith is the pro- 
miſe, for though we believe God & able, yer we cannot 
believe he i willing to grant our deſires unleſs we have a 
promiſe to declare it. Since then the rule of our prayer is 
Gods will, and that will is revealed in the promiſes ; yea 
{ince the promiſe is a choice ground of faith, and faith is 
a neceſſary ingredtent into prayer, it manifeſtly tollow- 
eth, that we cannot make an acceptable prayer to God, 
unleſs it be founded upon faithin a promiſe, and fo ac- 
cording to Gods will. Let it therefore be our care to ftu- 
dy the promiſes, that we may be acquainted with them, 
have recourſe tothem, and make uſe of them, ſo as by 
them not to be hindred from, but rather #nconraged to, 
and quickned in our devotion ; for fo it was with Facob, 
whom we find upon the receipt of a gracious promiſe 
putting up a fervent prayer. | 
Bur now. methinks I heare ſome ſaying, we are gbjed, 
convinced that a promiſe is an. inducement , not one- 
ly to thankfulneſſe, but prayer ; and bad we ſuch.a 
promiſe as Facob had, we could pray both confidently 
and fervently. Bur God hath no where ſaid to us, thar 
he will be with in our —_— keep us and on 
| or: 
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for us, and bring us home again ; and therefore how can 
we hope and pray for thoſe bleſſings * 
To remove this doubt, be pleaſed to know, that 
I, The promiſes which are mad: to particular perſons 
in Scripture, ſo far 4s they are of general concerument belong 
70 all the ſervants of God. Itis very obſervable that the 
promiſe which God made to Foſhuah, 1 will never leave 
thee nor forſake thee, is not onely repeated but applied 
by S. Paul to all Chriſtians, for otherwiſe the argument 
had been very weak ; Let your Converſation (writing to 
the Hebrews) be without covetouſneſs, for he hath ſaid, 
(namely, ro Foſhuah) 7 will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee, Thus, what God ſaid to ?acob, he ſaith unto every 
one of his ſervants when we go forth by ſea or /and. Tn- 
deed he ſaith it not fo expreſly, particalarly, poſitively to 
ws, as he did to 1aceh ; thereforeir is that, whereas 1a- 
cob having received ſuch a punual promiſe from God, 
might aſſure himſelt that nothing ſhould hinder his rerurn 
home, we may #ot be ſo confident , he thar goeth our 
in the morning, though but for a day, cannot be ſure 
rhat*he ſhall come again to his houſe in the evemne, 
ſince he doth not know what God hath appornted to be- 
tall him. Bur'yer withall, he that goeth forth (as here 
Tacob did) tor many years, may upon this very promiſe 
made to 1aceb,(o tar aſſure himſelf, that God will be with 
him, and if he ſee it fit for him (as he did for Tacob) he 
will ſo keep him and provide for him, that he ſhall come 
again to his fathers houſe in peace : And what man, un- 
lefs he think himſelf wiſer than God, would-deſire it upon 
other cerms* 
2. God hath been —_— to vouchſafe many promi- 
ſes of protection and proviſion to hs ſervants in #+- 
nerall , which among other places you (may n--t 
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with in the 34+ 91. and 121. Pſalms, where it would be 
obſerved, that though the promiſes are wade toall the 

y, yet ſome of them run in the ſingnlar number, 
Fhee and Thy ; He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, he ſhall 
give his Angels charge over thee ; the Lord ſhall preſerve Pfal-91. 4,rr; 
thy going ont and thy coming in from this time forth and for —_—__ 
evermore. And why this ? but that every ſervant of Goa 
in particular might take thole words as ſpoken to him, 
and in all dangers might apply.them to himſelf for the 
ſtrengthening of his faith, and the quickening of his de- 
votion, 

I ſhall wind up this with theſe fo/owing direQtions : 

I. Be ſure ihe way wherein thou goeſt be Gods way, that 
is, ſuch a way for which thou haſt either his command 
that thou ſhalt, or at leaſt his warrant that thou waiſt go 
init, It is very obſervable, how the Devil quoting thar 
Seripture , He ſhall give his Angels charge over thee , Mir. 4.6. 
maneles it, leaving out thoſe words, to keep thee in all thy 2 — 
wayes, Upon which Mcllerrss his gloſs is very appoſite, * 
In omnibis vits tus, \,e. In vocatione tna, In all thy ways, 
that is, #n thy calling wherein God hath placed thee, in 
which alone thou- may expe -Angelical and Divine 
protettion, For a Rebel who goeth forth to fight againſt 
his lawful Soveraien, a Theef, a Pirate, who lieth in: 
wait to rob and fporl men of their goods and [zves, to pray 
that God wonld be with him, and keep him in the way that 
he eoeth, were not a petition, buta preſumption : for 
though it be true, that Almighty God do ſometimes: 
ſuffer (for reafons beſt known to himſelf) ſuch wretches 
to proſper in their wicked wayes, yet they cannor: ei- 
ther ju#ly expeR; or religiouſly delire it 3 and by how: 
much the more dewowtly they ſeem to nndertake ſuch at- 
tewPts, by ſo much che more — ———_ 
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the eyes of Ged,who never more abhorreth Robbery and 
Rebellion, then when it is masked with Religion and de- 
wotion. Let every one therefore, who hopeth and cra- 
wveth Gods bleſſing, be caretull that he have Gods cafl ; 
nor lethim think ir ſufficieat that Gods providence ſee- 
meth as it were to open 4 door, unleſle Gods word warrant 
him to go forth. 

2. Be careful together with thy prayer to God to joyn thine 
own endeavour.God will be with us, but then we muſt not 
be wanting to our ſelver; He will give us bread to eat and 
rayment t6 put 08 without our merit, but not (if we be 
able) without our labour, He will keep #5 in the way we go, 
and that ſo as we may come again in peace but then we 
muſt not needlefly thruſt our ſelves into danger, and uſe 
the beſt means we can to preſerve our ſelves, In vaine 
doth that ſcholar think to get learning who neglects his 
book ; or that hwsbana-man look for an harv:&# who 
throwes his plough into the hedge. Facob was fain to 
ſerve Laban tor that bread and rayment which he deſired 
God to give him, God can keep us by a miracle withour 
means ; he hath done (o,where means have been wanting, 
but he hath no where ſaid he will do it, whileſt means is 
afforded. Oculus ad calum, mania ad clavum, is the Pi- 
lots praRtice,as his eye is upon the /?ar, ſo his hand is up- 
on the h:lm; Orare is to little purpole without Laborare : 
in all dangers, as thou /ifteft up thy eyes to God !or bis 
ſucconr, to thou muſt put forth thy hand co the means of 
{elt-preſervation. 

3- Before thou goeſt on thy way take thy farcw:'ll of thy 
ſons by Godly ſorrow and repentance : your iniquities (Cath 
God by the Prophet) have ſeparated berween me and you, 
It any fin unrepented go with us,God will leave us; and if 
iniquity be found in our þaxd:, we cannot expect thar 
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bis protedtion ſhould be over our heads. 1 wonder natif 


1ſracl turn their backs before their enemies whilſt the 4c- 
curſed thing is in the Camp. They are Gods own words, 


1 will not be with you any more,except you deſtroy the accur- Jolh.7. 12; 


ſed from among you. 

4+ Reſven thy ſelf te God as by a voluntary ſubmiſſion to 
hu diſpoſe, ſs by a willing ſubjefion to his commands, He 
takerh yore to be of his charge, whom he finds not to be 
of his family. This of Faceb, If God will be with me, and 
keep me in that way which I goe, &c, then the Lord ſhall be 
my God, may well be inverted, If the Lord be thy God,then 
he will be with thee, and keep thee in thy way, &c. It is 
falſe Maxime on the oe hand, that onely attnall pro- 
tettion ovligeth to ſubjettion ;, I am bound to obey my pa- 
rents (whether vill or natarall) though they be not 
able to prote mes and much more my Ged, though he 
will not preſerve me. But 0n the other hand , Swbjetion 
onely*is that which entitleth us to protetFion ;, (0 that un- 
leflc I ſerve and honour God,I do in vaine expect that 
he ſhould 6/rſſe and keep me. 

5. Finally, Begin, continue, and manage thy whole 
Journey with frequent and zealows prayers to God for 
theſe bleſſings. Nor will it be amiſſe, nay I would com- 
mend it as a very fitting preparative to all weighty un- 
dertakings,ttat thou before hand engage thy ſelf ro Cod, 
(otter Facobs pattern) by a vew of (ome eminent ſervice 
to be performed in caſe he be pleaſed to give thee the 
ſucciſſe deſired,and beſeech him that he would prove and 
try thee whether thou wilt not faithfully make good the 
obligation thou haſt made to him. 

Having obſerved theſe r»les, go forth (;7 Gods name) 
cheer fully, couragionſly, confidently, expeQting divine pre« 
ſence and providence to accompany thee: And _— 

Ccauie 
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becanſe the' generall promiſes of temporal bleſſings in 
Seriptare are made, cum exceptione crucis ( as Divines 
ſpeak)with the exception of the Croſſe ; things may not 
altogether ſucceed according to thy defires, yea ic may 

ſo fall out that not onely troubles but death it ſelf may 
brfall thee in the way which thou goeſt: let this be | 
thy ftrong corſolation,thar if thy life be at an exd before | 

thy way ; it is that which thy gracious God ſeerh beſt for 

thee, and it he donot fo keep thee as that thou ſhalt come 
again in peace to thy Fathers houſe on Earth, it is thar' 

thou mayeſt ſo much the ſooner go ro thy Fathers houſe 

in Heaven, where are many manſions, and wherethou 

Jeho-14. 2. ſhalt be in ref, peace,and blifſe to all eternity. 

And thus 1 have at length broxght you through all the 

parts of my text, and thould now put an exd to my 

diſcourſe, but that I have a worthy perſon in mine eye , 

whoſe lately. intended voyage is the occaſion of this diſ- 

comrſe,and to whom in a few words I muſt crave leaye 

co make a particular addzeſſe. 

It hath pleaſed Divine providence to call you forth , 
from your friends and Fathers houſe : The way you are 
to £0 is long, tothe remote parts of the world, and 
in that reſpet may ſeem #edzoms your paſſege is by See, 
and that may prove perillows; the dancers of the Sea 
being probably wore and greater then thole of the land - 
Bat withall, your employment is not onely /awfall, but 
laudable,juſt, but honourable, you areintruſted with the 

' goods, and imployed for the good: of wery, in which 
| reſpeRt you are likely to. be ruwwir &ye38, a common: 
good, Beſides, (which is. no ſmall comforr) God: hath: 

provided ſor you a meet help,a loving yoke-fellyw, to go 
wh 10w,one whoſe feciety.wil recompenſe the abſence of- 

your other friends, and brgwite the tedionſneſſe of the way, 
yea. 
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yea-one who will help to bear ap.7t with you'as well in 
your treuble,as in your enjoyments. 

Nothing now remaineth but co make ſure that God 
may be with you m'the way.you are to. go: in order to 
which the example of this holy Patriarch is well worthy 
your #mitation as he did,ſo do you bind your ſelf ro God 
by ſome ſolemn wow at your going forth, ro do ſome 
extraordinary 2& of piety,of charity,art your coming home ;, 
and not onely ſo, but while it is called #9 day, conſecrate 
your ſelt to his ſervice z throughout the whole tie of 
your voyage walk wich him, cleave to him, ever re- 
membring that of Azariah to Aſa, The Lord s 
with you while ye be with him, and if y: ſeek him, he will be 
found of you but if ye forſake him he will forſake you. Nor 
let this onely be your per/exnall care, but whar lieth in 
youtake care thatthoſe who are under you may ſerve the 
Lord,(o as the glorious name of 60d and Chrift may .noc 
be blaſphemed among the Indians by the prophane, #n- 
temperate and wnclean lives of Engliſh Chriſtians, Thus 
doing, doubt not of the hand of God upon you for good, 
& for your greater incouragement cal to mind former ex- 
periences, remember how God hath been with you and kept 
90u in this very way that you are now to go, ſo that you came 
again to your Fathers houſe in peace ; "his hand is not ſhor- 
zexed, that it cannot ſave, nor is he leſs willing to keep 
you now, if you keep cloſe to him. 

I ſhall end my hortatory coſo/ation to you with an in- 
nary Io gg to God for you, for your Dear Con- 
ſort,and all that goe along with yow, Nor do I doubt but 
all your friends here preſenc will joy» with me ; nor 
ſhall we onely mew but contizually make mention of you 
in our prayers; and by the way it may be acomfort to 


you when you are upon the #e-peſiuos Sea,and in that 
Bar- 
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Barbarows land, that you have a #ock of prayers in. Eng- 
land going for you. 

And now,what better, fitter, fuller prayer can be made 
for you by «s or by your ſelf, then that which here in ef- 
fect Facob maketh for himſelf? That.God Almighty would 
wouchſafe to be with you and keep you in the way which you 
go,and at lait bring you again 16 your fathers houſe in peace, 
ſo as your friends who now part from you mournfully, may 
then meet you- joyfully, and our prayers may be turned into 
praiſes aud ſongs of deliverance. Finaily, not onely that 
you may come to your Native Country in peace, bat , that 
when you come 4gdin, you may find it in peace, the breaches 
of Church and State healed, every one enjoying his 
rights in quiet, fitting under his own fig-tree, and eating the 
fruit of his labours with joy and thankfulneſſe : and let all 
that wiſh well to yow, to the Church, to the Lang, lay 
Amen, Amen, 


